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Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating essay papers for this examination. More detailed
directions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included
in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Transition Regents Examination in Global History and
Geography—Grade 10.

Rating the Essay Question

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

¢ Raters read the task

* Raters identify the answers to the task

* Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—

* Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task

e Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the
response to the rubric

* Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—

* Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries
provided

e Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to
actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not
correct the students work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that
differ by more than one point.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (scaffold questions,
thematic essay, DBQ essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required
number of times as specified in the rating guides, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale score
has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer papers.
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Transition Exam in Global History and Geography (Grade 10)
Content-Specific Rubric
Thematic Essay
June 2019

Theme: Human Rights

At various times in history, the human rights of certain groups have been denied. Individuals
and groups have made attempts to resist and oppose these human rights violations.

Task: Select two groups whose human rights have been denied and for each
e Describe how the human rights of this group were denied

e Discuss an attempt made by an individual or a group to resist or oppose this violation of
human rights

You may use any group whose human rights have been denied from your study of
global history and geography. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include
untouchables in India, indigenous people in Latin America, Armenians, Ukrainians, Jews,
Black South Africans, Cambodians, Chinese students, Rwandans, and Afghani women.

You are not limited to these suggestions.

Do not write about a group from the United States in your response.

Scoring Notes:

1. This thematic essay has a minimum of four components (for each of two groups, discussing how their
human rights were denied and an attempt made by an individual or a group to resist or oppose the
violation of those human rights).

2. The same group of people may be discussed in two different settings, €.g., Jews in the pogroms in the
late 19th century and in the Holocaust in the mid—20th century.

3. The response may discuss attempts made by an individual or a group to resist or oppose violations of
human rights from a variety of perspectives as long as the position taken is supported by accurate
historical facts and examples.

4. If more than two groups whose human rights have been denied are discussed, only the first two groups
may be scored.
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Score of 5:

Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for each of two groups by discussing how
their human rights were denied and an attempt made by an individual or a group to resist or oppose the
violation of those human rights

Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g., Ukrainians:
connects the implementation of the policy of forced collectivization to Stalin’s desire to extend totalitarian
rule into Ukraine and to the resistance offered by Ukrainians in refusing to meet grain quotas and to give up
their traditional lifestyle; Rwandans: connects the tension between Hutus and Tutsis to the ethnic cleansing
of the Tutsi population and the invasion of Rwanda by the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front from
neighboring Uganda and to the eventual establishment of a multifaction government with a promise of safe
return for all refugees

Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., Ukrainians: forced famine;
Holodomor; selling grain for industrial technology; industrialization; five-year plans; kulaks; isolated
villages; secret police; slaughter of livestock; burning of crops; Rwandans: Belgian colonial rule; Tutsi
minority; Hutu majority; assassination of President Habyarimana; genocide; United Nations peacekeepers
Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 4:

Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing all aspects of the task for
one group more thoroughly than for the other group

Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g., Ukrainians:
discusses Stalin’s efforts to force collectivization on Ukrainians, the kulaks refusal to surrender their farms
and livestock, sealing of borders, and starvation of millions; Rwandans: discusses the competition between
Hutus and Tutsis for power in Rwanda and the mass murder of Tutsis by the Hutu-controlled government,
the invasion of Rwanda by the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front, and the formation of a new government
Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 3:

Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in some depth
Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies

Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a
restatement of the theme

Note: If all aspects of the task have been thoroughly developed evenly and in depth for one group and if the

response meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall response may be a Level 3 paper.

Score of 2:

Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some depth

Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis

Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies

Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly
identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion
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Score of 1:

e Minimally develops some aspects of the task

e [s descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

e May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly
identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 0:

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts,
examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test booklet; OR is
illegible; OR is a blank paper

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while preserving
actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are easier for raters to read
and use as scoring aids.

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring examination papers

and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-specific rubric should be
applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5

Lnto the D1st cmmmé;
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Anchor Level 5

The response:

e Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing human
rights violations and efforts to resist or oppose for both Jews and Ukrainians

e [s more analytical than descriptive (Jews: Adolph Hitler came to power in Germany in the
1930s as a result of widespread dissatisfaction following World War I; using propaganda
he directed people’s anger toward Jews, making them scapegoats; Hitler’s ultimate plan to
exterminate Jews; concentration camps became death camps as part of Hitler’s Final
Solution; despite threats of deportation and death, many Jewish people hung onto cultural
traditions as a way of defying Hitler; armed uprisings ended in defeat but remained
symbol of defiance against Hitler’s atrocities; Ukrainians: Stalin believed the abundances
of grain could be exported to finance industrial growth under five-year plan; many
Ukrainians chose to flee Ukraine; “man-made” famine; because of propaganda, much of
world remained unaware of tragedy; Stalin banned mention of word famine; even today
historians are not sure how many people died)

e Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Jews: Aryan race;
Night of Broken Glass; name changes; forced out of homes into ghettos; Warsaw Ghetto
uprising; ZOB; armed uprising against Jewish soldiers; Ukrainians: Ukraine known as
“bread basket”; collectivization; peasants who resisted could be murdered or sent to
Siberia; 7 million people died; peasants burned their homes and their grain; Ukrainian
armed resistance; Soviet troops sent to put down resistance)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: The response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response analyzes and provides
insight as to how the human rights of Jews and Ukrainians were violated as well as efforts to
resist those violations. Framing the response in the context of historical circumstances
demonstrates strong analysis.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4

these huwman rightg Violations

Anchor Level 4

The response:

Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing Jews more
fully than untouchables

Is both descriptive and analytical (untouchables: India created a social structure based on
the caste system; Hindus believed actions in past life determined your social rank in the
next life; outcasts in society; people of higher rank refused to socialize or touch them,;
when India gained independence, new constitution made caste system illegal; Jews:
Kristallnacht or “Night of Broken Glass” was turning point; plan was to punish and direct
people’s anger toward Jews; many Jewish families hid in houses of friends, lived in
constant fear, and were shut out from the outside world; people who sheltered Jews risked
their own lives; they provided hiding places and false papers; despite heroic efforts
millions of Jews were killed)

Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (untouchables: South Asia
birthplace of Hinduism; Hinduism is a polytheistic religion dominant in India;
reincarnation; given dirtiest occupations, denied education, and had no social mobility;
Jews: fascism; Hitler rose to power and targeted the Jewish population; Jews were
scapegoated and blamed for Germany’s loss in World War I; launched plan to eliminate
Jews; Jewish families sent to concentration camps; families separated and sent to gas
chambers)

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Treatment of both topics is
detailed, though the discussion of Jews is more analytical. The discussion unevenly addresses
the importance of individuals in resisting and opposing human rights violations.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3

violation
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Anchor Level 3

The response:

e Develops three aspects of the task in some depth by discussing how human rights were
denied and an attempt to oppose violations of human rights for Rwandans and how human
rights were denied for Jews

e Is more descriptive than analytical (Rwandans: 100 days of slaughtering and killing your
neighbors; Tutsi’s human right to live; Jews. anti-Semitism had been around Europe for a
long time; Hitler did not randomly bring up hatred of Jewish people, it was strategically
planned; Jewish people tried to fight back but there was only so much they can do when
their whole country hated them)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Rwandans: Hutus; Tutsis; ethnic
tensions between two tribal groups; Rwandan genocide; President Habyarimana shot
down; Hutus blamed Tutsis for assassination; Jews. Nuremberg Laws; non-Jewish person
could not marry a Jewish person; took away Jewish people’s human rights when put in
ghettos; concentration camps)

e Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are restatements of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The strength of the response is
in the discussion of genocide in Rwanda which demonstrates knowledge of the tensions
between the Hutus and Tutsis and subsequent outbreaks of violence. Discussion of resistance
to the Holocaust would have strengthened the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2

Anchor Level 2

The response:

e Develops two aspects of the task in some depth by discussing how the human rights of
Ukrainians and Jews were denied

e Is primarily descriptive (Ukrainians: human rights denied due to Joseph Stalin and the
Soviet Union; 7,000,000 deceased; Jews: restricted rights of Jews under Hitler’s orders;
Hitler saw Jews as the enemy); includes weak application (Ukrainians: Stalin ordered this
because he did not like Ukrainians and therefore took away their grain; Jews: millions
died due to event known as World War II)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Ukrainians: Holodomor; children
starved; Jews: sent to concentration camps; starved to death; killed)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The discussion consists of a
general narrative about how the rights of both groups were denied but is limited to a cursory
treatment of the second aspect of the task. Inclusion of more supporting facts and details
would have enhanced the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 1

has ;ha‘PPd ouy World tl)dabi

Anchor Level 1

The response:

e Minimally develops some aspects of the task

e s descriptive (Jews: denied rights during the Holocaust; Jews could not do much to
oppose but called for Jewish state in Palestine; request not realized until end of the war;
Blacks in South Africa: could not go anywhere without passes); lacks understanding
(Blacks in South Africa: led peaceful protest to jail without passes and were met with a
firing squad)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (Jews: taken from homes; forced to work
in labor camps; killed from overworking or gassed; Blacks in South Africa: had to use
passes to go to work or go out of town)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion

e Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. A few facts, examples, and
details frame the brief discussion. Treatment of both topics is limited to statements of
major ideas and a few generalizations.
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B

Global Hist. & Geo. Rating Guide — June *19 [23] Vol. 1



Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C

WALASSCUYE
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — E
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task with little depth for Jews and Ukrainians

e Is more descriptive (Jews: sent to concentration camps where they were either killed or
worked to death; some were rescued or hidden by brave people; Ukrainians: Stalin made
up a five-year plan)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Jews: using Jews as a scapegoat;
Nuremberg Laws; synagogues; gas chamber; Ukrainians: collectivization; tried to starve
them while he also took their grain and killed their livestock)

e Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are restatements of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response includes facts,
examples, and details related to two groups whose human rights were denied. Discussion is
almost wholly descriptive but effectively fulfills the requirements of the task.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 5

The response:

e Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing human
rights violations and efforts to resist or oppose for both Jews and Rwandans

e [s more analytical than descriptive (Jews: global community was slow to respond to these
atrocities; Hitler convinced the general public that the Jews were responsible for their
economic crises; Jews were not helpless victims as they fought back; Nuremberg Trials
brought worldwide attention to the effects of the Holocaust; Rwandans: unfortunately
genocide has been a recurring problem as shown by the Rwandan genocide; much of the
world ignored the killings in Rwanda as the word “genocide” was not even used)

e Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Jews: Enabling Law;
Kristallnacht; 1939 Hitler invaded Poland; extermination; millions of Jews slaughtered;
underground newspapers; Nuremberg Trials; Rwandans: under Belgian rule, the Tutsi
minority was favored over Hutu majority; after gaining independence from Belgium,
Hutus gained control of government; Hutu president’s plane shot down, 800,000 killed;
moderate Hutus also killed; hotel owner Rusesabagina saved the lives of over a thousand
refugees)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5, thoroughly establishing the
historical context and explaining the impact of the Holocaust and the Rwandan genocide. The
discussion of human rights violations of Jews and Rwandans contains depth and breadth.
Treatment of attempts to oppose human rights violations demonstrates an understanding of
the limitations of those efforts and the heroism of individuals involved.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 1

The response:

e Minimally develops some aspects of the task by discussing treatment of Jews and
conditions in concentration camps

e s descriptive (Jews: treated unfairly; Hitler had taken all their rights away; Chinese
students. tried to rebel at Tiananmen; turned into massacre)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (Jews: wear a Jewish star; Hitler;
concentration camps; gas chambers); includes an inaccuracy (Chinese students: wanted to
rebel against Mao Zedong and the Red Booklet)

e Demonstrates a plan of organization; includes an introduction but lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Only two of the four tasks are
addressed. While some relevant details indicate limited knowledge, accurate and inaccurate
information is mixed and the response is unevenly developed.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 4

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing Indians
under colonial rule more thoroughly than Jews

e Is both descriptive and analytical (Jews: in 1938 Jewish homes and businesses were
attacked; Jews forced to wear a yellow star and forced to live in ghettos led to policy of
genocide; some people tried to rescue Jews from horrible situation; Nicholas Winton
arranged for homes where refugee children could be adopted; system based on
“kindertransport” helped over 500 children escape via train; Indians under colonial rule:
British rule in India is about violation of human rights that came with imperialism;
purpose of civil service was to keep Indians from governing themselves; cheap British
goods flooded Indian markets, leading to unemployment; Gandhi aghast at Britain’s
actions but believed in principle of ahimsa or nonviolence)

e Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Jews: Nazi party;
Auschwitz; Bergen Belsen; medical experiments; tortured; starved; poisoned; Prague;
Czechoslovakia; Indians under colonial rule: major world powers followed mercantilist
policies; took over developing nations and used them to grow cash crops; India was used
for growing cash crops and providing markets for British goods; Gandhi worked with
Indian National Congress; goal of independence realized)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response is both
descriptive and analytical. The Winton discussion provides a specific and detailed example of
an action taken by an individual to resist a human rights violation. The discussion of Indians
under British rule includes analysis that strengthens the narrative.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 2

The response:

e Minimally develops all aspects of the task

e [s primarily descriptive (slave revolt of Saint Domingue: French felt strongly they had to
keep extremely profitable colony; slaves denied basic human rights; first example of
slaves winning independence through uprising; Chinese students: lacked many basic
human rights; government sent in soldiers and tanks, resulting in thousands being killed)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (slave revolt of Saint Domingue:
present-day Haiti; slave labor; plantations; Chinese students: Deng Xiaoping; transitions
to more capitalistic policies; the people of China still lacked basic human rights)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction but lacks a
conclusion

Conclusion: The response fits the criteria for Level 2. The discussion demonstrates some
understanding of the task but lacks development. Additionally, the response relies on a few
generalities.
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Transition Exam in Global History and Geography—Grade 10

Specifications

June 2019

Part I
Multiple-Choice Questions by Standard

Standard

Question Numbers

1—United States and New York History

N/A

2—World History

5,7,8,11,12,16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25,

28, 29

3—Geography

1,2,4,9,10, 13, 14, 18, 24, 26, 30

4—Economics

3,15, 27

5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government

6

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard

Theme

Standards

Thematic Essay

Human Rights

Standards 2, 4, and 5: World
History; Economics; Civics,

Citizenship, and Government

Document-based
Essay

Change; Conflict; Economic

Systems; Political Systems; Power;

Human Rights

Standards 2, 3, 4, and 5:
World History; Geography;
Economics; Civics,

Citizenship, and Government

Scoring information for Part II is found in Volume 1 of the Rating Guide.

Scoring information for Part III is found in Volume 2 of the Rating Guide.
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2019
Transition Exam in Global History and Geography—Grade 10 will be posted on
the Department’s web site at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day
of the examination. Conversion charts prov1ded for the previous administrations
of the Transition Exam in Global History and Geography must NOT be used to
determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State

assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to
make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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