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Anchor Level 3–A 
 

The essay does not fully address the requirements of the task, and must be scored no higher 
than a 3. 
 

Note: While the essay achieves a Level 4 in all criteria, it can be scored no higher than a 3 as only 
two sources are referenced. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 specific claim: It plays a major role for concerns in cruel animal domestication, 

ethics, and injuries in horses and jockeys. Therefore, horse racing should be 
banned due to its dangers which outway any type of economic/financial benefits 

 appropriate source and topic analysis: This quote demonstrates the various 
musculoskeletal injuries racehorses may be involved in when they are 
overworked / By sharing statistically significant numbers in horse fatalities due 
to illness or injury, the author is able to convey how harmful these racing events 
really are for horses 

 appropriate evaluation of a counterclaim: On the other hand, some 
researchers suggest that horse racing has its benefits and it improves our 
economy / However, these benefits seem quickly disproven 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 sufficient and adequate support using relevant evidence from only two 

sources: “strains, sprains, and fractures can result from the intense physical 
demands placed on the horses during training and racing” / “While these 
substances may provide short-term gains in speed and endurance, they can have 
a detrimental impact on the horses’ overall health and well being” 

 consistent avoidance of plagiarism with acceptable citation format: Henry 
claims … (Source 1, lines 29–30) / According to Rachel Fobar in her National 
Geographic article … (Source 2, lines 9–10), with some miscopying 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 acceptable focus on task: throughout 
 logical organization of ideas: With an introductory paragraph that presents a 

positive claim and the rationale for this claim, followed by a body paragraph that 
focuses on the threat for fatal injuries and the permanent damages that training 
and racing may incur on horses and a body paragraph that addresses the 
counterclaim in regard to economic benefits versus the improper care of the 
horses in regard to drug usage. This paragraph concludes with a reiteration of the 
claim. Although mentioned in the initial paragraph, the idea of the injuries to 
jockeys is not developed 

 appropriate language and structure: It proves how a large percentage of race 
horse deaths originate in these drastic injuries / For example the sources 
emphasize how trainers have utilized performance enhancing drugs which could 
be very life threatening to these innocent animals 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 partial control: throughout 
 errors that do not hinder comprehension: events and its / surface, is … 

realities / outway / For instance Miles / Also many / For example the / horses 
limits  
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Anchor Level 3–B 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 3. 
 

Note: This higher Level 3 essay broadly categorizes horse racing as bad, hampering deeper 
analysis. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 surface-level claim: horse racing is bad … for both horses and jockeys which is 

why it should be banned 
 emerging source and topic analysis: this proves how horse racing is bad and 

should be banned because as much the horse trains for racing they can end up 
getting seriously hurt and horse racing should be banned because a lot of horses 
died from racing 

 insufficient evaluation of a counterclaim: some people will state about how 
horses are exceptionally well taken care of however horses are abuse during 
training  

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 basic support using some relevant evidence: “Horse racing, like any high-

intensity sport, comes with inherent risks, such as musculoskeletal injuries. 
Strains, sprains, and fractures can result from the intense physical demands 
placed on the horses during training and races” and “From 2009–2021 more 
than 7,200 horses died or were euthanized nationwide because of racing-related 
illness and injuries.” However, evidence becomes more generalized as the essay 
progresses: it states how many incidents happen to the horses and the jockeys and 
some people will state … horses are exceptionally well taken care of however 
horses are abuse during training and racing 

 partial avoidance of plagiarism with emerging citation format(s): … because 
in (Source 1 Line–28–30) it states … / in (Source 2 lines 9–10) it states … with 
additional uncited evidence in the final paragraph that comes from Sources 1 
and 4 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 acceptable focus on task: throughout 
 emerging organization of ideas: With an introductory paragraph that states a 

positive claim, followed by three body paragraphs that focus on the potential 
injuries and as much as the horse trains for racing they can end up getting 
seriously hurt due to the intense physical activity / a lot of horses died from racing 
/ many incidents happen to the horses and the jockeys) and a concluding 
paragraph that states and counters an opposing claim in a single sentence 
followed by a second sentence that reiterates the claim (This brings us back to 
the intro about how bad horse racing really is) 

 basic language and sentence structure: way more / there for “they’re” / about 
how bad horse racing can do / brings us back to the intro / tons of evidence 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 partial control: throughout 
 errors that do not hinder comprehension: good but / because as much the 

horse trains … they can / in (Source 2 …) it states / cant / pain which / of however 
horses / are abuse  



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ’26 [40] 

Part 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 3 – C



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ’26 [41] 

Part 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 3 – C



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ’26 [42] 

Anchor Level 3–C 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 3. 
 

Note: Although the essay begins with a specific claim, analysis is emerging, as discussion of 
drugging that causes mental danger, and assertions about betting odds are based on 
misinterpretations of source documents. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 specific claim: Horse racing Should be banned as it is a physical and mental 

danger 
 emerging source and topic analysis: This showe how much risk there is physialy 

on the horse as the horse has to do the intense physical traning and the racing 
which could kill the horse because of how intense it is / This shows how they are 
drugging the horses so they mentaly don’t know whats going one so then the 
horse won’t know it’s limit / This show how about 79.3% of incident results in a 
injury some more fatal than othors 

 insufficient evaluation of a counterclaim: Othors may say horse racing is good 
as you can make a lot of money on it but the changes of this happening are very 
low as betting on horse racing has a low odd of makeing more than you spent 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 basic support using relevant evidence: “Horse racing … comes with inherit 

ricks, such as musculoskeletal injuries. Strains, sprains, and fractures can result 
from the intense physical demand placed on the horse during traing and races” 
/ “Trainers making an already risky situation worse by drugging horses” / in 184 
incident’s about 146 of them had an injury 

 partial avoidance of plagiarism with emerging citation format(s): (Sourse 1 
Pg 8) / (Sourse 2 Pg 16) / (Sourse 3 Table A) 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging focus on task: throughout 
 emerging organization of ideas: With an introductory paragraph that states the 

claim, followed by a second paragraph that addresses the dangers of horse racing 
in regard to physical injury and drug-related mental harm as well as a 
counterclaim about making money, and then reverts back to a last supportive 
reason loosely based on statistics concerning horse injuries and deaths. The essay 
ends with a one-sentence concluding paragraph that reflects the initial claim 

 basic language and sentence structure: Horse racing is when you race horses 
around a circular track and who comes first wins / horse has to do / this shows 
why horse racing should be banned. Some inexact phrasing exists: inherit for 
“inherent” / changes for “chances” / has a low odd 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension: woundered / inhent ricks / sourse / physialy 

/ on the horse / traning / mentaly / whats going one / it’s limit / Othors … you / it 
but / changes /makeing / incident’s / This show / of incident results / injury some 
/ conclusion this  
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Anchor Level 3–D 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 3. 
 

Note: The essay is not indecipherable, and assessment of control of conventions must be holistic. 
For the purposes of this rating guide, the student’s response has been typed with standard 
capitalization. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 surface-level claim: The horse racing should not be banned because help to with 

the development of the health in the humans and fitness people 
 emerging source and topic analysis: This evidence say that for the health 

human and for the veterians its vry important the development of horse racing 
for the health / This evidence say that the horse racing help to economic to 
increaded for industries and hotels and rsotroyants for turists 

 confused counterclaim: The horse racing should be banned because many 
rahorse death affect the poblation bet ween 2009–2021 / This text say that many 
horse rise dead … this is very dangerous for the people 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 basic support using relevant and/or generalized evidence: Acording to the text 

1 (Is horse racing good or bad for horses) say that the benefit of horse racing is 
the equalitg care and treatment they receive in the world of racing, experts 
veterinians are always on hand to monitor the horses health and provide them 
with the necesary care 

 partial avoidance of plagiarism with emerging citation format: Acording to 
text 4 (The impact of horse on local economies: a galloping force of prosperity) 
/ acording to the text 2 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 suggests a focus on task: throughout 
 lacks organization of ideas: Beginning with a claim followed by a series of 

single-sentence paragraphs that first attempt to support the claim, then present a 
counterclaim and conclude with a summation, although there is little 
cohesiveness 

 imprecise language: The horse racing should not be banned because is good for 
local people or residents because have turism and with this more money in 
restaurants hotels and etc / Also too help with your resistense in life fitness and 
deports, so for me th horse racing is good for humans and animals 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension: Acording to / veterinians / horses health / 

evidence say / turism / spectors / entertaiment venues relogolrs / accommoding 
dining opinions / poblation / wich maintains / registtry historically / disorders in 
/ a them unprecedent 42 / and … very dangerous for the people / in my opinion i 
think / industres also, too help / resistence  
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Anchor Level 2–A 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 2. 
 

Note: This essay introduces a limited claim that is indirectly related to the task. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: Fortentilly today we understand that Horses are living too but for 

some reason We Still use Horse races as entirtanment. Has the world not 
changed there tourghtering way … apperently not 

 unclear source and topic analysis: People doing this to harmless anamils is 
almost inhumane the risks people will go threw to win 

 confused counterclaim: Jockey are eliet athletes … So they Say but some might 
argue the horses are the ones puting in all of the actual work 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 basic support using some relevant and generalized evidence: “The use of 

dropping and performance-enhancing druging … is anothe serious concern” / 
paraphrased references to drugs making them lighter and faster and pushing 
through all the pain to address the tourghtering way 

 consistent avoidance of plagiarism with acceptable citation format: (Text 4 
lines 11–12) / (Text 1 lines 35–36) 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 suggests a focus on task, but lacks organization of ideas: With a paragraph 

introducing humanity’s longstanding relationship with horse racing, implying a 
desire to move beyond the practice as entirtanment. A second paragraph 
discusses jockeys and their use of drugging, with resulting effects on horses 

 basic language and sentence structure: Back then people really did not put any 
thought into how the horses are living just like you and I / there for “their” / 
dropping for “doping” / threw for “through” 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension: chaiot / greece / just like you and I / 

Fortentilly / too but / entirtanment / there / tourghtering / apperently / Jockey are 
/ eliet / say but / puting / own so / druging / anamal / dropping / inhumane the 
risk  
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 2. 
 

Note: The essay, despite its brevity, is a Level 2 paper. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: Hors rasing is god for hors 
 unclear or confused source and topic analysis: Hors rasing is sport that god 

for train hors outdoor an indoor / so hors rasing is god way too mete poeple 
 no counterclaim 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using limited evidence: it allow then too xersise / Hors 

rasing is a god way to make monie, an travel an have fun 
 insufficient avoidance of plagiarism: line 6 is referenced, but the text is not 

identified 
Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 lacks appropriate focus on task, but suggests organization of ideas 
 lacks organization of ideas: With a single paragraph that focuses on how Hors 

rasing is god for hors, followed by a string of loosely connected positive 
examples of horse racing 

 imprecise language: throughout 
Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 lack of control: throughout 
 errors that make comprehension difficult: hors / rasing / god / it allow / xersise 

/ is sport / that god / for tran hors / xpensive / monie / travel an have fun so / mete 
/ poeple  
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Anchor Level 2–C 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 2. 
 

Note: The essay holistically achieves a Level 2 although it scores lower in content and analysis 
and command of evidence. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: Horse racing should be banned because horses has too many risks 

on this activitie 
 no topic analysis: what do you think horse racing is an exploitative or beneficial 

activtie for horses? 
 confused counterclaim: Some people likes and enjoys this spport but there are 

people that think is on explotative spport 
Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using limited evidence: They can result with foctures, not 

only hoises also Jockeys, risky situations by druggin hoises 
 no use of citations 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 little focus on task 
 lacks organization of ideas: With a single paragraph that introduces the idea 

that there are two sides to horse racing: What do you think horse racing is an 
exploitative or beneficial activitie for horses? This is followed by a claim in favor 
of banning horse racing and a sentence concerning two risks involved in the sport 
that impact both the horses and the jockeys 

 imprecise language: throughout 
Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 lack of control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension: think horse / activitie / that has / too many 

time / people likes and enjoy / people that think is on / spport / on explotative / 
horses has / risks on this / result with factures / risky situations / druggin  
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Anchor Level 1–A 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 1. 
 

Note: This essay is holistically a 1, despite being loosely related to the topic and presenting a 
limited claim. The essay is neither entirely incoherent nor unrecognizable as English.  
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: In conclusion exist variedy of reason why the horse don’t should 

racing 
 unclear and confused source and topic analysis: In this evidense I can see the 

reality of affect the reacing in the body prinpil in accident of cars when this 
animar are transportation of place to other place 

 no counterclaim 
Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using limited evidence: in shows the people killed or abuse 

of the horse / I can see the reality of affect the reacing in the body 
 no use of citations 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 little to no focus on task: throughout 
 little to no organization of ideas: Begins with a reiteration of the task, followed 

by loosely related confused and unclear ideas, ending with a reiteration of the 
idea horses need the liberty, but introducing the confused concept of horses 
liberty to live of life of monery 

 incoherent language: the horse this practice are fine / liberty of running vacancy 
/ horse the politics don’t import / don’t effect or don’t died 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 significant lack of control: throughout 
 errors that severely hinder comprehension: horse are / partys / this events / 

killed or abuse of / eguality / prinpil / conclusion exist / raice  
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Anchor Level 1–B 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 1. 
 

Note: This essay is minimal and falls at Level 1 in all categories, simply commenting on the topic.  
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 unrelated claim: Horse racing. Either You or someone you know was watched 

it, or maybe even is involved in it 
 no source or topic analysis 
 no counterclaim 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 provides no evidence 
 no use of citations 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 no focus on task 
 no organization of ideas 
 minimal writing, making assessment unreliable 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 minimal writing, making assessment unreliable 
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Practice Paper A 
 

Score: 4 

Holistically, this is a Level 4 essay. While the essay does provide 
sufficient and source-based evidence in support of banning horse 
racing, analysis of evidence tends to be appropriate but not thorough. 
 

Practice Paper B 
 

Score: 1 

Holistically, this is a Level 1 essay, presenting a surface-level claim, 
paired with minimal writing, making assessment unreliable. 

Practice Paper C 
 

Score: 5 

Holistically, this is a Level 5 essay because of its thorough claim and 
use of source-based information to support thorough analysis, while 
maintaining a clear focus and thoughtful organization of ideas. Even 
though the language is informal at times, the sentence structure is 
precise. There is considerable control of conventions with errors that do 
not hinder comprehension. 

Practice Paper D 
 

Score: 3 

Holistically, this is a Level 3 essay, despite being somewhat stronger in 
organization and conventions. 

Practice Paper E 
 

Score: 6 

Holistically, this is a Level 6 essay, displaying insightful analysis, 
incorporating a wide range of strategically selected evidence in the 
context of sophisticated language. 




