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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ‘25 [57] 

 
Anchor Level 4–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (success does not necessarily make someone 
happy) and a writing strategy (Thauberger utilizes the rhetorical device, juxtaposition to convey this 
message) to clearly establish the criteria for analysis. 

 The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of juxtaposition to develop the 
central idea (This defies the reader’s expectations and makes them question the worth and meaning 
of victory. If success is something always positive, how could the son feel anger?; This would make 
it seem that hockey is so beloved by the son that he cannot enjoy life without it; The contradiction of 
these two descriptions serves to further the notion that success and happiness are two unrelated 
concepts, and that the relationship between these two concepts is a complicated one).  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas clearly and consistently making effective us of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (he describes him as both “victorious” and “angry” in the same 
sentence; Earlier in the passage, in paragraph 2, Thauberger states that, “Without the game, he’s 
miserable”; the son’s hockey gear is described as a “ritual of hatred” full of pain). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
response, with an opening paragraph that introduces the central idea about those who chase an ever-
growing bar of accomplishment to try and achieve what they see as happiness and the strategy of 
juxtaposition to convey this idea, followed by a paragraph that explains and exemplifies the 
connection between the two which is summed up in a concluded paragraph (Through his use of 
juxtaposition … He shows the merits of his position … by contrasting the victory of the son with the 
vivid pain, hatred and resentment that it brings him). 

 The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure 
(Thauberger employs many uses of juxtaposition … to convey the sense that while his son may be a 
skilled and dedicated hockey player, the game paradoxically brings him suffering and Additionally, 
the choice of words like “dragging” adds to this grave, angered mood). 

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors (reader’s them and 
happiness by contrasting). 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ‘25 [60] 

 
Anchor Level 4–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy (The author, Rudy 
Thauberger portrays the central idea of experiencing change in “Goalie” by using the literary device 
mood … the mood of the memories change when the father realizes his son is changing) that clearly 
establish the criteria for analysis. 

 The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of mood to develop the central 
idea (The mood of this quote is happy. A father and son playing hockey but not competitivley. The son 
enjoys the game even if he loses  and  The father realizes that his son has changed, and the mood of 
the exerpt changes along with it. The readers get this sullen and confused feeling when reading 
because this is how the father is feeling). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (“He falls down everytime you shoot, ignoring the ball, trying to look 
like the goalies on TV … He’s too busy play-acting. He smiles, laughs, shouts” and “He begins to 
lose. Game after game. Fast reflexes are no longer enough. He is soddenly alone, seperate from you, 
miserable”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
response, by first introducing the central idea and writing strategy in the opening paragraph, followed 
by a second paragraph focusing on the son’s feelings toward hockey when he was young to convey 
the mood of happiness (the son still enjoys the game. He still loves hockey), and a third focusing on a 
change in mood as the son grows older (Once happy and lighthearted the game becomes miserable), 
concluding with a reiteration of the central idea and writing strategy. 

 The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure 
(Every child must grow up and when they grow up not only do they change physically but also 
mentally and emotionally  and  as the son grows older he realizes that raw talent isn’t going to do it 
anymore, the game is serious now). 

 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (up not; exerpt in; 
mood, through; fathers point; young man, the; competitivley; humilates; but nonetheless the; 
soddenly; seperate; playing games aren’t; sons love) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ‘25 [62] 

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – A

 
Anchor Level 3–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (they convey a theme or central idea of 
uncertainty when it comes to the inner workings of someone elses mind) and a writing strategy (To 
emphasize on this idea, Thauberger uses imagery) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. 

 The response demonstrates an thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central 
idea (By using these adjectives the father is mentally putting himself in his son’s shoes by describing 
what he is feeling by just watching him on the ice  and  He utilizes phrases … to help himself and the 
reader vsualize how the sport is taking a toll on his boy). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
(In lines 58 and 59, the boy’s father … uses this line to try and evaluate these feelings, “soft now, 
then sharp, then rough, biting, shocking, burning, dull, cold”  and  He utilizes phrases such as “angry, 
limping up the driveway” (line 65), “stiff, swollen hands” (line 68), and “every movement in agony”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response 
of one paragraph with introductory sentences that establish the central idea and the use of imagery as 
a writing strategy, followed by examples of imagery that support the central idea (This specific visual 
helps to develop the theme of not being able to understand someone), and a concluding sentence that 
reiterates the central idea (His questioning of his son aids in developing the idea that you can never 
fully understand someone’s reasons for doing something). 

 The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (After 
the game his father goes on to describe the physical state of his son before questioning why he 
continues to play hockey and despite the seeming agony the boy is in, he continues to play the sport, 
leaving his dad questioning why). 

 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (someone elses mind; 
and try and feel; cold”. (line 59) By; these adjectives the; After the game his; vsualize; because 
despite) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ‘25 [64] 

 
Anchor Level 3–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 
 

 The response introduces a clear central idea (The central idea is about a father supporting his son no 
matter what) and a writing strategy (The author uses the fathers point of view instead of the sons to 
show how he’s supporting). 

 The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of point of view to develop the 
central idea (His father feels stuck but all he wants to do is be there for his son  and  The father point 
of view seeing how hard his son works makes him happy, but he can’t help but worry). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
(“Nothing you say reassures him. You’re his father. Your praise is empty, invalid” and “When you 
see his stiff, swollen hands, when he walks slowly into the kitchen in the mornings, every movement 
agony, you want to ask him why…..But you don’t ask. Because you think you know the answer”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, 
with an opening paragraph that introduces the central idea and point of view as the writing strategy, 
followed by two paragraphs that focus on how the father’s point of view supports the central idea 
(The father just wants his son to be happy and is trying his best to understand), and a concluding 
paragraph summarizing how point of view helps develop the central idea (The father feels like he 
can’t do nothing but sapport his son). 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and sometimes imprecise (The Author 
uses point of view to show that and Seeing how hard his son works makes him happy, but he can’t 
help but worry about him watching him, his son be in pain). 

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (fathers point; 
invalid.” (Para. 5, lines 23–24).; stuck but; father point of view seeing; about him watching him; son 
be; can’t do nothing; sapport) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — June ‘25 [66] 

 
Anchor Level 2–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a central idea and a writing strategy (The auther of this passage used tone to 
enfisize the helplesness of the Parents as this kid grow up and start to not like what he used to like). 

 The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of tone to develop the central 
idea (These lines of the pasage shows how the kid has lost his high for the game  and  The parent 
know the stories about losses means the kid dont like the game. This shows the tone of helplesness 
because they know he will lose). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
(The auther explanes how there son likes … HOCKY … but at the same time cant seem to enjoy it like 
they used to do. “The funniest stories are about failure … There is always a moral. The same moral 
every time. ‘You try your best and you lose’). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits an inconsistent organization of ideas and information within a single paragraph, 
which fails to create a coherent response by introducing tone as the author’s means of emphasizing 
the helplesness of the Parents of a son who cant seem to enjoy hockey any longer, which is then 
presented through a piece of textual support, followed by several statements that connect the evidence 
to this feeling of helplessness, but then concludes that the son keeps playin to show them and make 
them feel good about it. 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic, inappropriate, and imprecise (this kid 
grow up and start to not like what he used to like; there for “their”; has lost his high for the game), 
including multiple issues with unclear pronoun use of they and it. 

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (auther; enfisize; 
helplesness; kid grow up; explanes; sport—HOCKY!!!—but; cant; lose.’ (Thaugdberger 15–17).; 
These lines … shows; play trying; playin) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a central idea (Goalie shows a very good vission of How to over come 
obstacales) and a writing strategy (they’re conflict for the protaginist). 

 The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of the writing strategy to develop 
the central idea (but in the end that don’t matter because he still find the sport completly Fasinating). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents little evidence from the text, alluding only to his “hate” for his hockey 
equipment. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent 
response, consisting of a single paragraph that introduces a central idea and a writing strategy, a one-
word quote from the text and a follow up personalized unfounded comment (he still find the sport 
completly Fasinating and the feeling of adrenalyn that the sport give in him), ending with a confused 
attempt to return to the central idea. 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (shows a very good vission) and 
imprecise (the feeling of adrenalyn that the sport give in him showing how an obstacels he will pass 
it don’t matter if his sport is first). 

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (Goalie; vission; of 
How; over come obstacales; beggining; they’re conflict; protaginist; equipment but; completly 
Fasinating; adrenalyn) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 1–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a confused central idea (when you playing it becomes into compotation with 
other feeling anger and miserble with others and even loved ones) with no writing strategy. 

 The response demonstrates no analysis of the author’s use of a writing strategy, since no writing 
strategy is introduced. 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents little evidence from the text, referencing the title (the Goalie) and brief phrases 
that have no meaningful connection to the task (feeling anger and miserble and practicing Daily and 
being moody). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits little organization of ideas and information with a single paragraph that 
discusses competition in general (winning is one of the best … since everyone wants it), followed by 
an implied reference to the character in the text (like him practicing Daily), and concludes with a 
personal observation (but people thinks you are careless and look very desperte). 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (The begining of the Goalie was mainly 
about) and imprecise (when you playing it becomes into compotation and about winning is one of the 
best). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (begining; Goalie; 
playing it; compotation with other; miserble; wants it like him; it but; people thinks you; desperte) 
that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

 
Anchor Level 1–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 
 

 The response introduces a confused and incomplete central idea (There is this little boy called 
Gladiator that loves hockey) with no writing strategy. 

 The response demonstrates no analysis of a writing strategy. 
 

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents little evidence from the text with just the mention of tossing apples, tennis 
balls, and coins and that the boy plays golf and tennis, neither of which has any bearing on the task. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response is minimal, consisting of three sentences, making assessment of organization unreliable. 
 The response is minimal, making assessment of language unreliable. 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 2  
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 2 because the response introduces a central idea. 
The response presents ideas inconsistently and inadequately in an attempt to support analysis and exhibits 
inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response. The response 
lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise while demonstrating emerging control of 
conventions with some errors that hinder comprehension. 
 
 
Practice Paper B – Score Level 1  
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 1 because the response introduces a confused and 
incomplete writing strategy with minimal analysis of the use of structure to develop the central idea, as no 
central idea is presented. The response presents no evidence from the text, other than identifying the title, 
exhibiting little organization of ideas other than an explanation of how structure is used in writing, and 
language that is basic. The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors that 
hinder comprehension. 
 
 
Practice Paper C – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 4 because the response introduces a well-reasoned 
central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establish the criteria for analysis while demonstrating a 
thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of characterization to develop the central idea. The response presents 
ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis, 
exhibiting logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response and 
establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure. The response 
demonstrates control of conventions with infrequent errors. 
 
 
Practice Paper D – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 2 because the response introduces a central idea 
and a writing strategy, demonstrating a superficial analysis of the central idea that is not connected to the 
writing strategy of ethos. The response presents ideas inadequately in an attempt to support analysis and 
exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response. The 
response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise and demonstrates emerging 
control of conventions with some errors that hinder comprehension. 
 
 
Practice Paper E – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3 because the response introduces a clear central 
idea and a writing strategy that establish the criteria for analysis, demonstrating an appropriate analysis of 
the author’s use of conflict to develop the central idea. The response presents ideas sufficiently, making 
adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis. While exhibiting acceptable organization of ideas 
and information to create a coherent response that establishes and maintains a formal style, using 
appropriate language and structure, and demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors 
that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Map to the Learning Standards 
Regents Examination in English Language Arts  

June 2025 

Question Type Credit Weight Standard 
1 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
2 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 
3 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
4 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12)  
5 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
6 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 
7 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
8 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
9 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
10 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
11 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
12 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 
13 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
14 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
15 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
16 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 
17 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
18 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
19 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
20 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
21 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
22 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
23 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
24 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

Part 2 
Argument 

Essay 
Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
Part 3 

Expository 
Response 

Response 4 2 
RL.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2025 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts will be posted on the Department’s web
site at: https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations on 
Tuesday, June 17, 2025. Conversion charts provided for previous administrations
of the Regents Examination in English Language Arts must NOT be used to
determine students’ fi nal scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the

test development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State
assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specifi c questions and
to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments.

2. Click Regents Examinations.

3. Complete the required demographic fi elds.

4. Select the test title from the Regents Examination dropdown list.

5. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

6. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form




