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Mechanics of Rating

	 The procedures on pages 2 and 3 are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More detailed 
directions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included 
in the Directions for Scoring Regents Examinations.

Rating the CRQ (open-ended) Questions

(1)	Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—
•  Raters read the task
•  Raters identify the answers to the task
•  Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

(2)	The CRQ questions are to be scored by one rater.

(3)	The scores for each CRQ question must be recorded in the student’s examination booklet and on the 
	 student’s answer sheet. The letter identifying the rater must also be recorded on the answer sheet.

(4)	Record the total Part II score if the space is provided on the student’s Part I answer sheet.

Rating the Enduring Issues Essay Question

(1)	Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—
•  Raters read the task
•  Raters identify the answers to the task
•  Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
•  Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
•  Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the  

	 response to the rubric
•  Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—
•  Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries  

	 provided
•  Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to  

	 actual rating

(2)	When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on 
	 the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not  
	 correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3)	Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that  
	 differ by more than one point.
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Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (CRQs, Enduring  
Issues essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required number of times 
as specified in the Rating Guide, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to 
ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been 
determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer papers.

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final 
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining  
the student’s final examination score. 

The conversion chart for this examination is located at https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/ 
high-school-regents-examinations and must be used for determining the final examination score.
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Global History and Geography II 
Part II Question-Specific Rubric 
Constructed Response Questions 

June 2026 
 
CRQ Set 1: 
 
Document 1 
 

[Insert Document 1 from exam page 19] 
 
 29 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the changes described in this passage. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– the forces of nationalism and religious separatism protested against British control; 
– the British could no longer control India because of World War II; 
– the Indian National Congress/Muslim League worked toward independence; 
– tactics such as civil disobedience undermined British rule/put pressure on the British to 

grant independence; 
– the British use of divide and conquer exacerbated regional differences/religious 

tensions; 
– violence broke out between Hindus and Muslims, leading to partition; 
– the Muslim League worked toward an independent Muslim state; 
– Indian/Muslim/Sikh nationalists demanded independence; 
– Gandhi led nonviolent protests for home rule; 
– by 1947 the forces of postcolonial nationalism and religious separatism broke the 

subcontinent in two; 
– British imperialism was challenged; 
– Gandhi’s homespun movement/Salt March challenged British rule; 
– the growth of Indian nationalism post-WWI led to calls for independence; 
– Great Britain/British East India Company had controlled India for over 200 years 

during the Age of Imperialism; 
– Indians wanted British imperialism to end/for the British to go 
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Score of 1: 
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CRQ Set 1 Directions (29–31): Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow 
each document in the space provided.

Base your answer to question 29 on Document 1 and on your knowledge of social studies.

Document 1

. . .The British came and went, and when they went the center could not hold, and things 
fell apart. In truth there was no real center, the region has always been divided by ancient 
disparities [differences] of the languages of the Punjab and Gujarat, mountains and the 
deserts, and Islam and Hinduism. By 1947, the forces of postcolonial nationalism and 
religious separatism broke the subcontinent into two, and later three, major pieces; India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. The British, exhausted by two world wars, and aware that 
the days of the empire were coming to a close, did not cover themselves in glory in the 
manner of their leaving.

 On June 3, 1947, the announcement was made in the House of Commons: The British 
would withdraw—India was to be partitioned into the two independent dominions of 
India and Pakistan. Seventy-three days later, on August 15, they were all but gone. . . . 

Source: Tim Marshall, Prisoners of Geography, Scribner, 2015

29 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the changes described in this passage.   [1]

 Score 
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Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– the British came and went; 
– the region was divided; 
– India was partitioned; 
– Islam and Hinduism; 
– the different languages of India 

 
• No response 
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Global Hist. & Geo. II – June ’26 [20] 

Base your answer to question 30 on Document 2 and on your knowledge of social studies.

Document 2

Margaret Bourke-White was an American photographer who worked as a correspondent 
in India for Life magazine. She worked with Calcutta native Sunil Janah. Together, they 
documented the transformation of the subcontinent in the 1940s. This photograph was taken 
during the last two days of August 1947.

Misery of the dispossessed is re�ected in the face of this Moslem [Muslim] boy, 
perched on the wall of the Purana Qila fortress in New Delhi. Below him 
thousands of his unhappy fellows, who have �ed their homes in terror, are 
trying to survive until they can organize a convoy for the long march to Pakistan. 
In their squalid city of tents and lean-tos they have almost no room to sleep and 
little to eat. They are surrounded by �lth and many will die without ever 
leaving camp.

Source: Margaret Bourke-White, Life, November 3, 1947

30 Explain how audience affects the way that Margaret Bourke-White presents the situation of Muslims in New 
Delhi, based on this photograph.   [1]

 Score 
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Document 2 
 

[Insert Document 2 from exam page 20] 
 
 30 Explain how audience affects the way that Margaret Bourke-White presents the 

situation of Muslims in New Delhi, based on this photograph. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Bourke-White wants to draw international/outside attention with this image of the 

migrants; 
– she tries to draw readers’ attention to the squalid city of tents/misery/filth of the camps 

and get them to react to it; 
– since the audience is American readers, she wants to show them what is happening to 

the Muslims in India since they are probably unaware; 
– she photographs the plight of the Muslims in New Delhi to gain sympathy from her 

audience/readers of Life magazine; 
– she presents the situation as terrifying and sad so that the audience can see what is 

happening in India; 
– her audience will pay attention to a powerful picture of children who are suffering;  
– since many people read Life magazine, she is building awareness that shows the 

situation in New Delhi is desperate; 
– she presents the situation as really bad so her audience will pay attention 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– she is showing that conditions are improving; 
– she is showing conditions in Pakistan; 
– to show how bad life in India is under British rule; 
– it’s an American audience; 
– the people are unhappy 

 
• No response 
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Documents 1 and 2 
 
31 Identify and explain a cause-and-effect relationship between the events and/or ideas 

found in these documents. Be sure to use evidence from both Documents 1 and 2 in 
your response. 

 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Document 1 explains that the British empire was ending after World War II and 

Document 2 explains that this situation caused people to move when the borders 
changed; 

– India was partitioned, which led to mass migrations; 
– the British left the subcontinent, leading it to becoming less stable; 
– an announcement was made in the House of Commons to divide the subcontinent into 

India and Pakistan, resulting in Muslims relocating to Pakistan/to other places; 
– as a result of India being partitioned, there was a refugee crisis; 
– the partition of India resulted in Muslims fleeing their homes in terror; 
– the breakup of the subcontinent led to Muslims staying in refugee camps; 
– religious tensions/conflict in India led to Muslims moving to Pakistan; 
– extreme nationalism during partition led to mass migrations/a refugee crisis; 
– Document 1 says things fell apart at the time of partition, which led to a transformation 

of the subcontinent; 
– the subcontinent was broken into two and this led to Muslims fleeing to Pakistan 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– World War II ended and Muslims lived in camps; 
– World War II ended and the British were gone; 
– partition of India; 
– bad conditions in refugee camps; 
– the British Empire left India and Margaret Bourke-White went to India; 
– Muslims in Pakistan fled their homes; 
– the empire broke up 

 
• No response 
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Global Hist. & Geo. II – June ’26 [22] 

CRQ Set 2 Directions (32–34b): Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that  
follow each document in the space provided.

Base your answer to question 32 on Document 1 below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Document 1

. . .Once back in Leicestershire, however, Cartwright found that the idea of devising a 
weaving machine had lodged itself firmly in his mind. 

“It struck me,” he wrote, “that as in plain weaving, according to the conception 
I then had of the business, that as there could only be three movements which were 
to follow each other in succession, there would be little difficulty in reproducing and 
repeating them.”

“Full of these ideas I immediately employed a carpenter and smith to carry them 
into effect. . . .  To my great delight, a piece of cloth, such as it was, was the produce. . . .”

Sadly, this first machine of Cartwright’s was not at all successful, and was actually 
slower in its operation than a manual hand loom.

Nevertheless, it worked and proved that producing cotton cloth by mechanical means 
was a possibility. All Cartwright had to do now was to improve and refine the process.

 It took a whole series of improvements and new patents before, finally, in 
1788, his machine had reached a point where the three component processes of 
weaving—shedding, picking and beat-up—could be performed with sufficient speed and 
efficiency. . . . 

Source: “Edmund Cartwright & the Invention of the Power Loom,” Our Nottinghamshire, May 9, 2013

32 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the economic developments described in this excerpt.   [1]

 Score 
 

CRQ Set 2: 
 

[Insert Document 1 from exam page 22] 
 
Document 1 
 
32 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the economic developments described in 

this excerpt. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– traditional methods of textile production could not keep up with demand; 
– manufacturing was done primarily by hand but shifted as new inventions/machines 

became available; 
– new methods of power and production were being developed; 
– power sources began to shift from human power to water power and later to steam 

power; 
– the agricultural revolution led to increased population/new markets 
– before 1788, most cotton cloth was produced by hand/by the domestic system; 
– the Industrial Revolution led to new inventions for producing cotton; 
– the steam engine led to machines being used to produce cloth 

 
 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– people feared machines; 
– agriculture was no longer needed; 
– efficiency; 
– a new and refined process  

 
• No response 
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CRQ Set 2: 
 

[Insert Document 1 from exam page 22] 
 
Document 1 
 
32 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the economic developments described in 

this excerpt. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– traditional methods of textile production could not keep up with demand; 
– manufacturing was done primarily by hand but shifted as new inventions/machines 

became available; 
– new methods of power and production were being developed; 
– power sources began to shift from human power to water power and later to steam 

power; 
– the agricultural revolution led to increased population/new markets 
– before 1788, most cotton cloth was produced by hand/by the domestic system; 
– the Industrial Revolution led to new inventions for producing cotton; 
– the steam engine led to machines being used to produce cloth 

 
 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– people feared machines; 
– agriculture was no longer needed; 
– efficiency; 
– a new and refined process  

 
• No response 
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Global Hist. & Geo. II – June ’26 [23] [OVER]

Base your answer to question 33 on Document 2 below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Document 2

In 1832, the British Parliament requested an investigation into the conditions of factories. This 
is an excerpt from the Factories Inquiry Commission’s Report on the Conditions of Factories 
in Scotland.

. . .In Scotland the hours were generally found to be twelve to twelve and a half hours, but 
in some districts over thirteen hours were worked, and in only a few ten hours and a 
five-day week, though most factories finished early on Saturday to allow employees to buy 
provisions. Time allowed for meals at work varied between one hour for breakfast and one 
and a half hours for dinner, to half an hour for each break. Some of the dinner break was 
usually spent cleaning stationary machinery. Many workers preferred to continue work at 
meal times and leave early. This could mean a sixteen-hour working day.

Some of the old mills had inadequate lighting and ventilation, many had roofs too low 
for their workers to stand upright, and narrow passages between unguarded machinery.

The sanitary conditions were also bad with too few privies [restrooms], used by both 
sexes, improperly screened and unventilated.

The new mills were much better and some model mills, such as Robert Owen’s at 
New Lanark, were especially praised.

The Commissioners found Scotland had in general one hour longer working days 
than England, and that the children were often too tired to eat and, when woken in 
the morning, unable to dress themselves. Scotland was considered the worst area for 
child cruelty and their tiredness often caused serious accidents with the machinery. The 
children were often too tired for schooling where it was provided and many examined 
thought educational standards were in decline.

Source: Factories Inquiry Commission, First Report of the Central Board, 1833

33 Explain the purpose of the 1833 Factories Inquiry Commission’s report based on this excerpt.   [1]

 Score 
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Document 2 
 

[Insert Document 2 from exam page 23] 
 
33 Explain the purpose of the 1833 Factories Inquiry Commission’s report based on this 

excerpt. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– to investigate/expose/raise awareness about factory conditions; 
– to provide information about working conditions of children; 
– to inform the government about conditions in factories; 
– to expose unsanitary conditions in factories; 
– to provide information about workers’ hours; 
– to compare working conditions in Scotland to those in England; 
– to distinguish between conditions in old mills and those in new mills 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– to show how good the factories were doing; 
– factories used child labor; 
– the British Parliament requested an investigation; 
– to encourage longer work days; 
– to show that Scotland’s factories were better than England’s 

 
• No response 
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Documents 1 and 2 
 
34a Identify a turning point directly associated with the historical developments found in 

both Documents 1 and 2. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Industrial Revolution; 
– introduction of the factory system; 
– growth of industry 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– Neolithic Revolution; 
– Scientific Revolution; 
– Commercial Revolution 

 
• No response 
 
 
34b Explain how the turning point you identified created significant change, using  

evidence from both Documents 1 and 2. 
 
Score of 1: 
•• Correct response 

Examples: 
– before the Industrial Revolution, machines weren’t being used to produce cotton; 

afterwards factories and mills were all over Scotland and England and workers’ lives 
had completely changed; 

– producing cloth by mechanical means led to poor working conditions/child labor/long 
hours 

– the lives of workers changed dramatically due to new technologies and the factory 
system; 

– new inventions and changes in manufacturing led to England/Scotland becoming sites 
of factories and mills; 

– the shift from the domestic system to the factory system led to poor working conditions 
in factories; 

– new inventions led to an industrial revolution that brought social, political, and 
economic changes to British workers’ lives; 

– Cartwright produced a machine that performed with speed and efficiency that led to 
unsafe conditions and serious accidents in factories; 

– Parliament investigated the conditions in factories since new machines like the power 
loom made conditions unsafe 
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Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– children started working; 
– all labor problems were solved; 
– changes were made to fix machines; 
– Document 1 talks about Leicestershire’s factory and Document 2 is about Scotland’s 

working conditions; 
– the inquiry looked at bad working conditions; 
– slow operations led to weaving inventions 

 
• No response 
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Global History and Geography II 
Part III Question-Specific Rubric 

Enduring Issue Essay 
 

Task: 
 

• Identify and explain an enduring issue raised by this set of documents 
• Argue why the issue you selected is significant and how it has endured across time 
 

In your essay, be sure to 
• Identify the enduring issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of 

at least three documents 
• Explain the issue using relevant evidence from at least three documents 
• Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 

– How the issue has affected people or has been affected by people 
– How the issue has continued to be an issue or has changed over time 

• Include relevant outside information from your knowledge of social studies 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
1. Some examples of enduring issues that students may identify in at least three documents are 

provided. However, other issues may be identified if they are supported by accurate facts and 
examples from both the documents and outside information. 

2. The discussion of the issue must be related to the documents, accomplish the task, and be 
supported by accurate facts and examples. 

3. The identification and explanation of the enduring issue may be included in the discussion of 
why the issue is significant and how it has endured across time. 

4. Information used to discuss how the enduring issue affected people or has been affected by 
people may also be used to discuss how the issue has endured across time. 

5. The enduring issue may be discussed from different perspectives as long as the position taken 
is supported with accurate historical facts and examples. 

6. A specific time period or era need not be identified as long as it is implied in the discussion. 
7. A response may discuss either how the enduring issue affected people or has been affected by 

people or both. 
8. A response may discuss either continuity or change regarding the selected enduring issue or 

both. 
9. While not required, a student may include information from the 9th grade social studies 

framework. 
10. While the United States should not be the focus of the argument, issues related to the United 

States may be used to address the task as long as information used relates to the enduring 
issue selected from these documents. 

11. While the focus of the response should be on the enduring issue that is identified, additional 
enduring issues may be referenced as part of the discussion. However, if two or more 
enduring issues are addressed in separate discussions, only the first one should be scored. 

12. The rubric should not be used as a checklist, and no one bullet should prevent a paper from 
receiving a higher score, (e.g., if a response lacks a conclusion, it could still receive a score of 
5 if it meets the other criteria for that score point). 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – June ’26	 [16]

Score of 5: 
• Identifies and clearly and accurately explains one enduring issue raised in at least three 

documents (see Explanation and Evidence from Documents on page 19) 
• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument about how the enduring issue has 

affected people or how the issue has been affected by them, and how the issue continues to be 
an issue or has changed over time 

• Is more analytical than descriptive  
• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and 

details from at least three documents  
• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a 

conclusion  
 
Score of 4: 
• Identifies and accurately explains one enduring issue raised in at least three documents 
• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the enduring issue has affected 

people or how the issue has been affected by people and how it continues to be an issue or has 
changed over time or develops the argument somewhat unevenly by discussing one aspect of 
the argument more thoroughly than the other aspect 

• Is both descriptive and analytical  
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 

from at least three documents 
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a 

conclusion 
 
Score of 3: 
• Identifies and explains one enduring issue raised in the set of documents 
• Develops both aspects of the argument with little depth or develops only one aspect of the 

argument in some depth; may include some minor inaccuracies 
• Is more descriptive than analytical  
• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from some of the 

documents; may include some minor inaccuracies 
• Includes limited relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Score of 2: 
• Identifies, but does not clearly explain, one enduring issue raised in the set of documents 
• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument or develops one aspect of the argument in 

little depth; may contain inaccuracies 
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from the documents or consists primarily of 

relevant information copied from the documents 
• Presents little or no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may 

lack an introduction or a conclusion 
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Score of 1: 
• Identifies, but does not explain, one enduring issue raised in the documents 
• Minimally develops one aspect of the argument; may include inaccuracies 
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding or application 
• Includes some vague, unclear references to the documents or includes minimal relevant facts, 

examples, and details copied from the documents 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may 

lack an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Score of 0: 
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; or includes no relevant 
facts, examples, or details; or includes only evidence copied from the documents; or includes 
only entire documents copied from the test booklet; or is illegible; or is a blank paper 
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Issues found in documents 
 
Document 1: Impact of war on civilians; impact of war on environment; conflict; war; lack of 
safety; food scarcity 
 
Document 2: Impact of war on civilians; impact of war on environment; impact of war on 
soldiers; conflict; war; lack of safety; impact of technology 
 
Document 3: Impact of war on civilians; impact of war on environment; conflict; war; lack of 
safety; impact of technology 
 
Document 4: Impact of war on civilians; impact of war on environment; conflict; war; lack of 
safety; food scarcity; pollution; impact of technology; deforestation 
 
Document 5: Impact of war on civilians; impact of war on environment; conflict; war; terrorism; 
lack of safety; food scarcity; pollution 
 
This chart suggests enduring issues that can be found in at least three documents. It is not meant 
to be a comprehensive list and students may identify enduring issues not included in the chart. 
 

Possible Enduring Issues in the 
Documents 

Documents Associated with Enduring 
Issue 

War 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Impact of war on civilians 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Impact of war on environment 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Impact of technology 2, 3, 4 
Lack of safety 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Food scarcity 1, 4, 5 
Conflict 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
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Example Issue: War 
 

Identify and Explain: War is armed conflict between countries or groups and it can have a 
profound impact on people and the environment. 
 
Evidence from the documents to support the explanation: 
 
Document 1: Napoleon oversaw an extended period of warfare that started with the French 
Revolution and expanded across Europe and into Russia. 
 
Document 2: On the Western Front during World War I, fighting between the British and the 
Germans devastated farms, villages, and cottages. 
 
Document 3: At the end of World War II, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on the 
Japanese city of Hiroshima. 
 
Document 4: During the Vietnam War, the United States engaged in chemical warfare against 
the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong with the use of Agent Orange. 
 
Document 5: ISIS and Iraqi security forces engaged in warfare that resulted in militants igniting 
oil wells. 
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Example Issue: War 
 

Document Information Outside Information 
How issue affected people/how people 

affected issue  
How issue affected people/how people 

affected issue  
Doc 1—Napoleon oversaw continuation of 

extended period of warfare that began with 
French Revolution 

 Under Napoleon’s leadership, use of artillery 
became more destructive than ever before 

 French army at Leipzig fired five times as 
many cannonballs than at Valmy 21 years 
before 

 Civilians were enormously impacted (armies 
trampling across continent; lack of food; 
armies living off land; farms and 
communities left without food; people 
experienced starvation and death; disputes 
with foraging soldiers) 

 Russians used scorched-earth tactics against 
French army to deprive them of supplies 
(Moscow) 

 Millions of soldiers and civilians died 
Doc 2—Winston Churchill’s friend died 

during World War I 
 Modern artillery fire brought about 

destruction of animals, buildings, people, 
and nature 

 Broad belt from English Channel to German 
frontier near Basle about ten miles wide 
littered with dead bodies, graves, and 
destroyed farms, villages, and cottages 
(roads and trees pitted; dead horses, cattle, 
sheep, and goats) 

 Day and night, people in war zone 
experienced exploding projectiles creating 
columns of smoke and flame, cries of 
wounded men, calls of wounded animals 

Ashanti and Dahomey used European guns 
to wage war on neighbors to capture 
prisoners to sell into transatlantic slave 
trade 

Groups and leaders used war to overthrow 
colonial regimes (Latin America; Haiti; 
Kenya; Vietnam) 

Groups and leaders attempted unsuccessfully 
to use war to overthrow colonial regimes 
(Sepoy uprising; Boxer Rebellion; Zulu 
resistance; Taiping Rebellion; Boer War) 

Groups and leaders used war to unify nations 
(Italy; Germany) 

Countries fought wars to increase territories 
or maintain control over territories (Russia; 
Germany; Japan; France; Great Britain; 
Spain; Italy; Arab-Israeli conflicts) 

Cold War superpowers engaged in proxy 
wars (Angola; Afghanistan; Korea; 
Vietnam; Central American conflicts; 
Cuba) 

Impact on civilians (rationing; conscription; 
women in military jobs; propaganda; 
espionage; women in factories; 
hypernationalism; higher taxes; Great 
Depression; resistance movements; miracle 
at Dunkirk) 

New technology introduced as result of 
warfare (trenches; tanks; airplanes; Maxim 
guns; zeppelins; satellites; chemical 
weapons; U-boats; microwaves; radar; 
internet; drones; sonar; railroads; 
prostheses; radium; radio; ambulances; 
aircraft carriers; landmines; gas masks; 
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Doc 3—During World War II, United States 
dropped first atomic bomb ever used in 
warfare on Japanese city of Hiroshima 

 Much of Hiroshima destroyed 
 Survivors needed medical treatment 
 Only rubble and few utility poles remained 

after nuclear explosion and resulting fires 
Doc 4— United States military sprayed range 

of herbicides across more than 4.5 million 
acres of Vietnam to destroy forest cover and 
food crops used by enemy North Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong troops 

 United States forces used more than 20 
million gallons of herbicides in Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia 

 Crops and sources used by noncombatant 
populations of South Vietnam were also hit 
by herbicides 

 United States military used carcinogenic 
chemicals  

Doc 5—ISIS militants ignited oil wells, 
causing widescale cattle deaths, fields that no 
longer yield edible crops, and chronic 
breathing complications in children and 
elderly 

 War has caused civilians to experience 
physical and psychological harm 

 15 year-old Ahmed Jassim suffers from heart 
damage from inhaling smoke from burning 
oil wells 

 

ICBMs; anti-ICBM defenses; cruise 
missiles) 

Human rights violations as result of war 
(Holocaust; Armenian massacres; Rape of 
Nanjing; Bataan Death March; use of sarin 
gas attacks on Kurds; My Lai massacre; 
genocide of Albanians/Bosnian Muslims; 
Cambodian genocide; Rwandan genocide; 
use of child soldiers) 

Destructive events that harmed civilians 
(Tokyo firebombing; Dresden firebombing; 
blitzkrieg of Poland; London blitz; 
Guernica; atomic bombing of Nagasaki) 

Trials to prosecute war crimes/crimes against 
humanity (Nuremburg; Tokyo; Eichmann; 
Arusha; International Criminal Court in 
Hague) 

Militarism, nationalism, and arms races 
preceding wars (World War I; World War 
II; Cold War; Iraq War) 

Alliances as cause of /contributor to war 
(Triple Alliance; Triple Entente; Axis 
powers; Allied powers; Central Powers; 
secret treaties) 

Collective security and alliances as attempt 
to prevent war (League of Nations; United 
Nations; North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization; Warsaw Pact; South East 
Asian Treaty Organization) 

War has led countries, groups, and 
individuals to memorialize and honor those 
who fought or were affected by war 
(Holocaust Museum; Vietnam War 
memorials; beaches at Normandy; 
Hiroshima Peace Museum; Gettysburg 
National Park; Pearl Harbor memorial; 
preservation of Auschwitz; oral histories; 
memoirs; poetry; songs; movies created 
around specific wars; reenactments) 
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Example Issue: War 
 

Document Information Outside Information 
How issue continued or changed over 

time  
How issue continued or changed over time  

Continuity: 
Doc 1—Napoleon oversaw continuation of 

extended period of warfare 
 Violence from Napoleonic wars had 

enormous impact on civilians 
Doc 4—From 1961 to 1971, United States 

military sprayed herbicides across 
Vietnam 

 
Changes:  
Doc 1—Five times as many cannonballs 

fired at Leipzig than at Valmy 
 Guns designed to be more powerful, more 

mobile 
 Higher casualty rates 
 Use of new cannons produced higher body 

counts 
 Use of scorched-earth policy by Russians 

led to changes in landscape (Moscow) 
Doc 2—Modern artillery fire on Western 

Front during World War I ravaged 
landscape of France from English 
Channel to German frontier 

Doc 3—First use of atomic weapon 
 Hiroshima’s shopping district largely 

reduced to rubble and few utility poles 
after nuclear explosion 

Doc 4—Agent Orange introduced into 
environment of Vietnam during Vietnam 
War 

Doc 5—Militants igniting oil wells led to 
Iraq’s environment being damaged 

 

Continuity: 
War has negative impact on civilians (Syrian 
civil war; Yugoslav civil war; Chinese 
Communist Revolution; Russian Revolution 
and civil war; Opium War; civil war in 
Rwanda; ethnic wars in Africa) 

War tends to be catalyst for social, political, and 
economic change (women gain the right to vote 
in Western Europe; changes in social hierarchy; 
growth of middle class; greater job 
opportunities for lower classes; Marshall Plan 
rebuilding of Europe; Japanese occupation and 
economic miracle; self-determination and 
breakup of old empires; diaspora and refugee 
movements; collapse of old governments and 
rise of new governments (Bolsheviks; Fascists; 
Nazis); redrawing of political boundaries; war 
reparations; embargoes; sanctions; women 
serving in military) 

Countries and groups tend to go to war over 
territorial disputes (Sudetenland; Bosnia; Arab-
Israeli conflict; Falkland Islands) 

Countries and groups tend to go to war over 
perceived threats to ethnic/cultural identity 
(Serbia; India and Pakistan; Hutus and Tutsis) 

Countries and groups tend to go to war for 
economic reasons (Persian Gulf War; Mukden 
incident; Opium War; Russo-Japanese War; 
Sino-Japanese War; Franco-Prussian War; 
Japanese imperial expansion into southeast 
Asia) 

 
Changes: 
Civilians became more involved in war efforts 
during periods of total war 
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New technology has increased scope and scale 
of impact of war on people and environment 
(high cancer rates in Hiroshima and Nagasaki; 
Gulf War syndrome; inhabitability of Bikini 
Atoll; more diagnoses of post-traumatic stress 
disorder) 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

From the beginning of man, there has always been technology. 

Whether it’s new farming inventions, the printing press, or weapons 

of mass destruction, technology has always had major consequences 

on how we live our lives. Technology has created powerful governments 

and has led to growth of learning and population, but has also caused 

some pretty gruesome and negative consequences. The impact of new 

technology on human society is an enduring issue across time and 

place because as technology changes, we have had to deal with the 

expected and unexpected consequences. Our society has transformed 

over the past several millenia as our technology advances inexhorably 

forward. Some advancements are to our benefit. Others are not, and 

still others may impact us in ways we don’t realize until many years 

later. As technology progresses, humans have used it to find new, 

more efficient ways of solving life’s problems but as we have seen in 

Napoleonic France, on the western front in Europe in World War II, the 

Cold War, and after technology has been used for killing and harming 

more and more people. 

During the Napoleonic Wars, Napoleon’s goal was to conquer the 

whole continent. Using advances in technology, he was able to move 

faster and defeat his enemies more completely. Artillery cannons were 

more mobile, and more powerful. They could fire more cannonballs, and 

kill more people than they would have been able to only a few decades 

prior. The French army led by Napoleon used these weapons to devastate 

their opponents (Document 1). This was not unlike the invention of 

gunpowder itself centuries before, first by the Chinese and then used to 

create more and more deadly weapons by others like the Ottomans with 

their cannons. These technologies enabled a greater degree of killing 
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than was possible with bows and arrows. Not only the Ottomans, but 

the Safavid, and Mughal empires used gunpowder in their conquests 

in their desire to subjugate conquered land and peoples. Both of these 

advancements show the constant escalation of war casualties due to 

improved technology. While this is often seen as a positive, giving 

countries and empires more power, the deaths as well as long-term 

effects, as seen in World War I and II, show that technology can often 

have very negative consequences. 

Some believed that due to the Industrial Revolution and fast 

military technological advances, World War I would be over by 

Christmas. It’s true that with industrialization, countries produced 

more and better quality weapons. The problem was that these weapons 

were produced and used by many countries and led to a stalemate 

and years of fighting from the trenches of the Western Front. The 

destruction on the Western Front in WWI was unlike any the world 

had seen. The modern artillery destroyed the very land itself for miles, 

leaving a broken, cratered expanse littered with the charred remains of 

houses, people, and other animals (Document 2). In addition to more 

destructive artillery, this war also saw the introduction of u-boats, 

tanks and machine guns, as well as chemical warfare, as militaries 

used chlorine gas and mustard gas on their enemies. The greater scale 

and totality of the destruction wrought by WWI was a reflection of the 

technological revolution that had progressed in the time since Napoleon 

relied on cannonballs. People thought that the new military technology 

would lead to quick definitive wars, but instead it led to a slow 

unmoving war that killed millions of soldiers and innocent civilians. 

It was in WWII that the greatest and most destructive of mankind’s 
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weapons was introduced. Whether it was firebombing of German and 

Japanese cities, the use of the air force during the Battle of Britain, or 

the murder of millions during the Holocaust in gas chambers, military 

technology has had extremely negative consequences. However, 

the technology that had many expected and unexpected negative 

consequences was the atom bomb. The first of these bombs that was 

used reduced the thriving city of Hiroshima to rubble (Document 3). 

An even bigger bomb was used on Nagasaki. The U.S. justified the 

dropping of these bombs because it would end the war more quickly, 

but the bombs caused tremendous damage. Immediately, over 100,000 

people died, some being instantly incinerated due to the intense heat. 

Thousands of others died due to injuries and radiation poisoning. 

Even today people are suffering from cancers and other side effects 

that the scientists who developed this technology never imagined. The 

effects were so bad that no bomb like these was ever dropped again. 

However, this technology led to even more deadly inventions such as 

the nuclear bombs that were refined during the Cold War, as scientists 

learned that they could use the detonation of an atomic bomb (a fission 

reaction) to trigger a fusion reaction, which was more powerful and 

more destructive. This was used in the H-bomb and in thermonuclear 

bombs. During the arms race, global superpowers had an arsenal of new 

weapons that were capable of destroying the world and ending life on 

the planet. In only two centuries, technology accelerated from muskets 

that fired inaccurate projectiles one at a time to machine guns and 

bombs of apocalyptic proportions. 

Now, in the present, we use drones to strike down missiles, satellites 

to scout out enemy territories, and guns like the AR-15 to cause 

carnage even among civilian populations. Governments around the 
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world scramble to enact laws regarding such weapons as these, and 

a new dimension of warfare has opened up for them to adapt to—the 

digital world. With the invention of the Internet, cyber attacks between 

nations have become yet another tool with which to sow chaos among 

our enemies. 

Many now look to the future, wondering what new weapons may 

be invented next. Science-fiction franchises such as Star Trek and 

The Matrix have attempted to anticipate our next array of weaponry. 

The Matrix depicts a world of sentient A.I. and monstrous robots, like 

the terrifying squid-like Sentinels. Star Trek envisions space combat 

with such devices as phasers and photon torpedoes. As well as we try 

to anticipate and adapt to our ever-expanding arsenal of weapons, the 

truth is that we cannot precisely know what will be invented next, or 

how it will change the face of warfare. We can only do our best to try 

to limit the increasing body count that comes with it. Perhaps with 

international pressure, countries will understand that the potential 

unexpected consequences are too scary and severe and will try to stop 

our ever-present arms races for the good of humanity. This hasn’t 

happened yet, but we can hope that scientists and governments will 

learn their lessons and stop trying to find more efficient and deadly 

weapons.
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Anchor Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and clearly and accurately explains impact of technology as an enduring issue raised 

in the documents (technology an enduring issue across time and place because as it changes 
expected and unexpected consequences to deal with; some advancements to our benefit, others 
are not, and still others we may not know long-term impacts) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (artillery cannons more mobile and powerful and could fire 

more cannonballs and kill more people than only a few decades prior; destruction on Western 
Front of World War I unlike any world had seen; modern artillery destroyed land for miles, 
leaving a broken, cratered openness littered with charred remains of horses, people, and other 
animals; greater scale and totality of destruction wrought by World War I a reflection of 
technological revolution that had progressed in time since Napoleon relied on cannonballs; 
World War II saw greatest and most destructive of mankind’s weapons introduced—the atom 
bomb; as well as we try to anticipate and adapt to our ever-expanding arsenal of weapons, truth 
is we cannot precisely know what will be invented next or how it will change face of warfare) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and 
details from Documents 1, 2, and 3 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (Napoleon’s 
goal to conquer whole continent; not only Ottomans but Safavid and Mughal empires used 
gunpowder in conquests in desire to subjugate conquered land and peoples; in addition to more 
destructive artillery, World War I also saw introduction of U-boats, tanks, and machine guns as 
well as chemical warfare as militaries used chlorine gas and mustard gas on enemies; whether 
firebombing of German and Japanese cities, use of air force during Battle of Britain, or murder 
of millions during Holocaust in gas chambers military technology extremely negative 
consequences; in Hiroshima and Nagasaki over 100,000 people died, some being immediately 
incinerated due to intense heat; thousands of others died due to injuries and radiation 
poisoning; even today people suffering from cancers and other side effects never imagined; 
effects so bad that another atom bomb not dropped again; during arms race global superpowers 
had an arsenal of new weapons capable of destroying the world and ending life on the planet; 
in present we use drones to strike down missiles, satellites to scout out enemy territories, and 
guns like the AR-15 to cause carnage even among civilian populations; governments around 
the world scramble to enact laws regarding weapons such as these; new dimension of war has 
opened up—the digital world)    

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses 
the impact of technology throughout history and a conclusion that discusses the impact of 
technology on the future 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Substantive relevant historical 
details effectively support the critical appraisal of document information. Analytical conclusions 
reflect a thoughtful understanding of the positive and harmful consequences of technology and 
the hope that countries and governments will work together and stop trying to find more efficient 
and deadly weapons. 
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An enduring issue is an issue that has withstood the test of time 

and has created a challenge or a problem. One such example of an 

enduring issue is conflict because it is clearly a major part of the 

past and present with widespread impact. Some historical conflicts 

include the Napoleonic Wars, World War I, and World War II. These 

conflicts led to death, injury, long-lasting illnesses, destruction of the 

environment, and continued tensions between various groups. While 

there have been organizations such as the League of Nations and the 

UN that have tried to maintain peace, conflicts still exist today. 

The 18th century was a time of tremendous conflict between various 

groups in France. During the French Revolution, the bourgeoisie 

challenged the Bourbon monarchy due to the spread of Enlightment 

ideals, such as natural rights by John Locke which influenced the Third 

Estate to move towards revolution. Ultimately the rulers of France, 

Louis the 16th and Marie Antoinette, were executed during the Reign 

of Terror. When the Directory was governing, Napoleon rose up in a coup 

d’etat to control France. In an effort to build an empire, the Napoleonic 

wars started, upsetting the balance of power. He would challenge other 

countries to fight his military to prove the might and strength of 

his forces. After many victories came some losses such as the French 

invasion of Russia. The French soldiers were not prepared to fight in 

Russia’s cold climate, so they lost significant lives due to starvation 

and the harsh climate. In addition to the severity of the Russian winter, 

French soldiers faced the aftermath of Russians implementing a 

scorched earth policy. Burning fields, destroying homes, etc. left the 

French with little to survive off of. Conflict comes at a cost, not only 

financial but a human cost as well.
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In the 20th century, World War I was another major example of 

conflict with a number of countries throughout the world all fighting 

against each other. World War I started due to many circumstances 

such as nationalism, alliances, militarism, and imperialism, and 

culminating with the assasination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Due 

to the Balkan region being filled with nationalistic beliefs amongst 

Serbs, the assasination caused chaos amongst the two countries, 

Austria and Serbia, leading to not just conflict between them, but 

their allies as well, largening the scale. In fact, the Balkan region was 

nicknamed the “powder keg of Europe.” Bigger powers entered the war 

including Great Britain, Germany, Russia, France, and Italy causing 

more military might to be involved. One change that occurred between 

the Napoleonic Wars and World War I was the type of technology that 

was used in combat. New technological advancements such as tanks 

and machine guns, airplanes, and poison gas were implemented 

in war. This led to a lot of death and destruction on a larger scale. 

Technical innovations have changed over time, becoming increasingly 

devastating  to both human life and the environment in which wars 

transpire. 

Another such example of conflict is World War II. At the end of 

World War I the Treaty of Versailles was signed which basically left 

Germany poor as it restricted the growth of their military, country, 

and industrialization and required them to pay huge amounts in 

reparations. These circumstances combined with a global depression 

left Germany in an impoverished state. Germany violated the policies 

of the Treaty of Versailles, thereby essentially starting World War II. 

In Europe, Hitler would use fascist ideals of promoting nationalism 
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and the desire to build a Third Reich. He would cause devastation 

during the war on the battlefield and for those who were victims of the 

Holocaust. But later in the war another conflict arises between Japan 

and the United States. At Pearl Harbor, Japan bombed a US military 

base unexpectedly. The US entered WWII using an island-hopping 

campaign to attack Japan. Over time, it became apparent that Japan 

would not surrender. The U.S. looked for a way to more quickly end the 

war. With the innovation of the atomic bomb, the cities of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki became targets. The bombing of Hiroshima left Japan 

damaged with effects including debris in the air, many killed, 

destruction of property, and many living with a lifetime of injury and 

illness. This is another example of a conflict in which the development 

of technology became progressively more devastating. In this case, its 

impact affected both military personnel and civilians. 

Lastly, another example of conflict enduring over time is when 

genocides occur. Oftentimes genocides take place while other conflicts 

or wars are occuring. During WWI, the Armenian genocide occured. 

This was caused by hatred of Armenians by the Ottoman Turks and 

religious differences. Armenians were Christian peoples living in the 

Ottoman Empire which was Muslim predominantly. Turkey started 

to kill off Armenian people in 1915 which resulted in thousands of 

Armenian deaths. To this day, Turkey denys this event happening. 

Similarly, the Holocaust occurred during WWII. Though efforts have 

been made thereafter by organizations such as the UN, genocides are 

still occuring today. 

In brief, conflict is an issue that has endured overtime as evident 

in the Napoleonic wars, world wars, and the Armenian Genocide. 
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These conflicts have had increasingly devastating effects with more 

powerful technology being created despite the efforts of international 

organizations to resolve the matter. 
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Anchor Level 4  
 
The response: 
• Identifies and accurately explains conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(conflicts led to death, injury, long-lasting illnesses, destruction of the environment, and 
continued tensions between various groups; conflicts have had increasingly devastating effects 
with more powerful technology being created despite efforts of international organizations to 
resolve the matter) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Napoleon would challenge other countries to fight his 

military proving the might and strength of his forces; in addition to severity of Russian winter, 
French soldiers faced aftermath of Russians implementing a scorched earth policy; World War 
I another major conflict with a number of countries throughout the world all fighting against 
each other; with innovation of atomic bomb cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki became targets; 
Japan left damaged with effects including debris in the air, many killed, destruction of 
property, and many living with a lifetime of injury and illness; development of technology 
becomes progressively more devastating, impacting both military personnel as well as 
civilians) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from Documents 1, 2, and 3 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (organizations such as League 
of Nations and United Nations have tried to maintain peace but conflicts still exist today; 
during French Revolution bourgeoisie challenged Bourbon monarchy due to a spread of 
Enlightenment ideals such as natural rights by John Locke which influenced Third Estate to 
move towards revolution; when Directory governing Napoleon led coup d’etat to control 
France; in effort to build an empire, Napoleonic Wars started, upsetting European balance of 
power; World War I started due to many circumstances such as nationalism, alliances, 
militarism, and imperialism, and culminating with assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand; 
new technology such as tanks and machine guns, airplanes, and poison gas being implemented 
in World War I leading to many deaths and destruction on a larger scale; Treaty of Versailles 
signed at end of World War I basically leaving Germany poor as it restricted growth of their 
military, country, and industrialization and leaving them to pay huge amounts in reparations; 
Hitler caused devastation on the battlefield and for victims of Holocaust; at Pearl Harbor, Japan 
bombed a U.S. military base unexpectedly; over time became apparent Japan would not 
surrender and U.S. looked for a way to more quickly end the war; during World War I 
Armenian genocide occurred caused by hatred of Ottoman Turks and religious differences; to 
this day Turkey denies the genocide happened) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a 
restatement of the task and a conclusion that discussed devastating effects despite efforts to 
resolve conflict 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Although document interpretation 
provides the framework for the response, good relevant outside information about different 
conflicts expands the discussion. Thoughtful statements are included but lack of development 
weakens their effectiveness.  
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Throughout the history of the world, there has always been a 

constant enduring issue of conflict, that has been present in almost 

every civilization since the begginning of time. Conflict has affected 

our world in thousands of ways, especially when it comes to the 

people. It is important to note that wars do not just impact soldiers, 

as everyday civilians are also affected in a variety of ways. The 

Napoleonic Wars, WWII, the Vietnam War, and the role of the Islamic 

State in Iraq have showcased this issue. It is clear that this is an issue 

that has endured over time. 

An effect that conflict had on the people is evident in French history. 

In the Revolutionary era, in France, the third estate’s urest was due 

mostly to a lack of representation in the government and heavy taxes. 

In a time period where France was in a ton of debt due to money spent 

in wars, the first estate continued to live lavishly, while ignoring 

the debt and poverty of the lower class, which contained most of the 

population. Inevitably, this created conflict leading to chaos and lots 

of violence and death. The third estate would create the Declaration of 

Rights of Man and Citizen.  Napolean’s rise to power after the execution 

of the french monarchy led to a series of wars in which Napoleon 

wanted to build an empire. Napolean’s conflicts led to the deaths of 

millions of soldiers, and unfortunatly innocent civililians. When 

Napoleon invaded Russia with his troops, he was unprepared for the 

harsh winter. This and the fact that Russia implemented the scorched 

earth policy led to the horrors of starvation and soldiers freezing to 

death. 

Another example of conflict occurred between the U.S. and Japan 

during WWII. In this time period, the U.S. entered the war as a result 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3
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of Japan bombing Pearl Harbor. This conflict escalated with war between 

the U.S. and Japan in the Pacific. Over time, President Truman decided 

to end the war more swifly by using the most destructive weapon 

ever created, the atomic bomb. After warning Japan, the U.S. followed 

through by bombing Hiroshima and Nagasaki causing hundreds 

of thousands of deaths and causulties to the people of Japan, as well 

as destroying cities and culture. Many Japanese people lived with the 

effects of radiation sickness for years. Photos show the beautiful city 

of Hiroshima was absolutely devasted after this bombing. Black smoke 

fills the air, the people were devasted, and the city became depressed 

and damaged both culturally and physically as a whole. This conflict 

greatly impacted the world because it encouraged others to improve their 

military technoligy to make it more powerful. 

The U.S. additionally engaged in another conflict with Vietnam. 

During the Vietnam war, the U.S. aided democratic South Vietnam 

in an attempt at defeating communist North Vietnam. At the time, 

the U.S. was trying to contain communism. During the Cold War, 

the U.S. army engaged in highly destructive warfare tactics against 

North Vietnam. The Americans dropped 20 mil gallons herbicides 

onto North Vietnam’s crops & water, causing starvation and death to 

not only their enemies, but also native people who were not physically 

fighting in the war. This conflict impacted both Americans and 

Vietnamese, and led to environmental destruction, loss of life, and 

physical ailments for those on both sides who were exposed to toxic 

chemicals such as Agent Orange. 

Conflict is an extreme issue that has been affecting our world all 

the way from the barbaric wars fought by the Mongols, to the present 
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day wars in the Middle East. Even though as technology and knowlege 

and culture in the world has advanced, conflict and its impacts on 

people remains an issue, as seen in Iraq when a boy has modern day 

technology like many teenagers, such as a smartphone, yet his life 

is different from many kids because he has to deal with the effects 

of a brutal war. In his situation, Ahmed faces heart damage because 

of the smoke inhalation he experienced after the attack by the Islamic 

State. He no longer enjoys sports or other activities. He is one of many 

innocent children around the world who is a victim of warfare. 

You would think that conflict and war would decrease as we grow as 

societies but conflict is still very present. As new and even deadlier and 

more destructive technologies are developed, death rates are likely to 

rise. Conflict has impacted our world greatly and is a terrible issue that 

will most likely never go away. Though some positives have come out of 

conflict such as spread of tech, ideas, and cultures, conflict overall is a 

negative issue that has the power to destroy populations, greatly harm 

environments, and could potentially lead to the end of the entire world 

(bc of atomic bombs and their spread.) We the people need to find ways 

to limit conflict before it destroys us.

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3
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The response: 
• Identifies and explains conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (present in almost 

every civilization since beginning of time; affected world from barbaric wars fought by 
Mongols to present-day wars in the Middle East; even though technology, knowledge, and 
culture has advanced conflicts and their impacts remain an issue) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Napoleon’s conflicts led to deaths of millions of soldiers 

and unfortunately innocent civilians; conflict greatly impacted world because it encouraged 
others to improve their military technology to make it more powerful; during Cold War U.S. 
Army engaged in highly destructive war tactics against North Vietnam; herbicides dropped by 
U.S. on North Vietnamese crops and water caused starvation and death to not only enemies but 
also native peoples not physically fighting in the war; both Americans and Vietnamese 
impacted by environmental destruction and loss of life for those exposed to toxic chemicals; 
life of a boy in Iraq different from many kids because he has to deal with effects from a brutal 
war; with time, new even deadlier and more destructive technologies often increase death rates 
and most likely will never go away; although there are some positives, conflict overall is a 
negative issue that has power to destroy populations, greatly harm environments, and could 
potentially lead to the end of entire world; people need to find a way to eliminate conflicts 
before they destroy us) 

• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 
3, 4, and 5 

• Includes some relevant outside information (in Revolutionary Era in France, Third Estate’s 
unrest mostly due to lack of representation in government and heavy taxes; France in a ton of 
debt due to money spent in wars but First Estate continued to live lavishly, while ignoring the 
debt and poverty of lower class which contained most of population; Third Estate would create 
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen; Napoleon’s rise to power after execution of French 
monarchy led to series of wars in which Napoleon wanted to build an empire; when Napoleon 
invaded Russia with his troops, not prepared for harsh winter which led to soldiers freezing to 
death; bombing of Pearl Harbor escalated conflict between Japan and U.S in Pacific; over time 
President Truman decided to end war more swiftly by using most destructive weapon ever 
created, atomic bomb; after warning Japan, U.S. followed through by bombing Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, causing hundreds of thousands of deaths and casualties to people of Japan, as well as 
destroying cities and culture; many Japanese people lived with effects of radiation sickness for 
years) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that explains conflict 
and a conclusion that discusses positive and negative outcomes of conflict 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. A good understanding of the 
chronology, historical context, and impact surrounding conflicts throughout history is 
established. Additional supporting facts and details would have strengthened the discussion. 
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Imperialism and colonization has led to many problems across 

time periods. The search for new markets and sources has caused the 

destruction of many civilizations and genocides. But than by the 

contemporary period (1900s–2001) most colonized countries started to 

decolonize and gain independence. This than leading to bigger wars 

that caused bigger scale catasterphies due to the advanced military 

technology. Throughout all this one enduring issue that has remained 

is how destructive war can be towards civilians that didn’t wish to part 

take in war.

When war breaks out there’s going to be large scale problems and 

death but that’s in the battlefield. But than why do innocent civilians 

also have to suffer for wars they didn’t even want to join. Document 1 

expresses the idea that when Napoleon was in charge of the French 

military he tried to conquer Russia, to stop him the Russian military 

caused caouse in Moscow causing the French to not find any resources 

which led to their starvation. But than it also talks about how these 

same starvation tactics also caused death and famine to ordinary 

people. This leads one to believe that although forced starvation did cause 

the French military from conquering Russia the price was having their 

own society die due to the lack of food. There’s a fine line between war 

in the battle field and war with the people and often times it’s crossed 

leading to civilians to suffer the consequences. Document 2 describes 

a letter Churchill recieved after finding out his friend is missing in 

action. It speaks on how farms and villages were shapeless heaps of 

black, how roads, fields are torn and disfigured by dead animals. This 

document describes what’s left of a country after war. How everything 

is almost black, how theirs dead people/animals covering the roads 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 2
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 2

and streats, and how torn civilian life is due to their involment in 

a war that shouldn’t have an effect on their lives. Document 3 is 2 

photographs of how Hiroshima looked before and after the atomic 

bomb hit. In the before one can see how Hiroshima is full of live, there’s 

people walking around, living their everyday lives, the sky is clear, 

and how stores, shops houses are standing. The after photo shows how 

Hiroshima looked almost grey after the attack, people were looking at 

the destruction that was left and how houses were destroyed but still 

standing; almost mocking the people in a way. How smoke and debre 

was in the air coloring the sky black and grey showing how truly 

destroyed the city was. Hiroshima a city once filled with life and 

liveness was now a city that held pain, missery and became a reminder 

of how powerful the United States truly was. In these documents all 

that war has brought upon civilians is destruction, famine, and 

suffering while they had no choice on the war.

Using documents 1, 2, and 3 one could see how war just negatively 

affected ordinary society. In document 1 the usage of forced starvation 

caused thousands of people death.
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Anchor Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains war as an enduring issue raised in the documents (war has remained an 

enduring issue because of how destructive it can be towards civilians who did not wish to take 
part in the war; war leads to large scale problems and death in the battlefield; a country after 
war devastated with almost everything black, dead people and animals covering streets, and 
civilian life torn due to involvement in war that should not have affected their lives) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument  
• Is primarily descriptive (Russian military caused chaos in Moscow trying to stop Napoleon by  

leading him to not find any resources which led to their starvation but also causing death and 
starvation to ordinary people; forced starvation prevented French military from conquering 
Russia but price was having own society die due to lack of food; fine line between war on 
battlefield and war with the people often times leading civilians to suffer consequences; 
Hiroshima almost grey after atomic bomb attack with houses destroyed but still standing 
almost mocking people in a way; Hiroshima once a city filled with life and liveliness now a 
city that held pain, misery, and a reminder of powerful United States really was; all that war 
brought civilians was destruction, famine, and suffering while they had no choice) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, and 3 
• Presents little relevant outside information (search for new markets and resources has caused 

destruction of many civilizations and genocides; by the contemporary period most colonized 
countries started to decolonize and gain independence leading to bigger wars that caused 
bigger scale catastrophes due to advanced military technology) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Some elements of analysis are 
included but lack of explanation and repetition detract from their benefits. Good relevant outside 
information is included in the introduction but is not developed as part of the discussion which 
weakens its effectiveness. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 1

Using the documents it is to be seen that an enduring issue that 

can be used is pollution. It is pollution because in document 3, it is 

seen that in the first picture it is a beautiful place, but in the next 

the town was basically destroyed. Why pollution you ask? Well the 

Atomic bomb that caused it could’ve put chemicals in the ground and 

be causing very bad things to happen that we don’t know about. Also in 

document 3, it explains about how the U.S. Military sprayed herbicides 

across 4.5 million acres of Vietnam to destroy the forrest cover and 

crops used by the enemy the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops. 

This is also an enduring issue of pollution, because it may affect the 

ground and air in the long run of the future. It might have caused for 

them to not be able to grow crops for a short period of time or worse, a 

long period of time. Finally in document 5, pollution is talked about 

when a boy can go outside due to the chemicals like oil and the smoke 

of it being ignited. The cause of the boys permident heart damage is 

from what was listed above. Pollution can cause people to get really 

sick or cause people to have trouble breathing as for this boy. This is how 

pollution is an enduring issue for these three documents.
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Anchor Level 1 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and minimally explains pollution as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(atomic bomb could put chemicals in the ground causing very bad things to happen that we do 
not know about; can affect ground and air in long run of the future; can cause people to get 
really sick or have trouble breathing) 

• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument; includes inaccuracies (Document 4 referred 
to as Document 3; boy can go outside due to chemicals) 

• Is descriptive (atomic bomb destroyed what was once a beautiful place; forest cover and crops 
used by North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops destroyed by United States military; could 
cause crops to not be able to be grown for a short period of time or worse a long period of time; 
boy has permanent heart damage due to chemicals and smoke from oil being ignited) 

• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details, some of which are copied from Documents 3, 4, 
and 5 

• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a weakness in organization; includes a one-sentence introduction and a 

conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Quotations of document 
information followed by brief summary statements demonstrate a basic understanding of the 
task. It is implied that pollution continues to be an issue, but the attempt lacks supporting 
explanation and details. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A

Throughout the course of history, there have been numerous events 

that to occur over and over again at different times in different places 

that have caused certain impacts over the years. These events that cause 

this historical impacts can be referred to as Enduring Issues, which 

continue to exist in our lives. One of these Enduring Issues would be the 

issue of the Impact of Technology. The Impact of Technology has created 

several different effects on history as we know it, ranging from how 

it has impacted people, to events, to how it has advanced. Throughout 

time and place technology has impacted people, society, and the way 

people deal with their lives and others. War technology, particularly has 

changed how we live and fight and how we handle the aftermath and 

rebuilding of countries after the war from bows and arrows to trench 

warfare to atomic bombs to Agent Orange. The impact of technology on 

how we fight and survive has been tremendous.

The enduring issue of the Impact of Technology can be seen in 

World War I since there was an advance in the technology/artillery 

that the army used. During the first world war, there was an advance 

in not only the weapons/technology that the military used, but also an 

advancement in how they used the technology/weapons. Such examples 

of these advancements include the usage of trenches during trench 

warefare, the useage of more powerful firepower, the usage of tanks, and 

even u-boats. The “indescribable ravages of modern military fire” such 

as machine guns, howitzers, and long-range guns caused extensive 

damage and left fields, roads, and trees pitted and torn and twisted 

by shells. The mass destruction that this advanced weaponry caused 

during the war left damage to the landscape that after the war needed 

to be rebuilt at great expense as well as those who had to recover from 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A

injuries. In fact, doctors had to invent new ways of dealing with the 

types of injuries sustained by these new weapons and technologies. 

Advances in plastic surgery and prosthetics happened due to the impact 

of the new war technology that led to the development of new medical 

technology that found its way into many new medical procedures 

that are used today. These destructive events during WWI show how the 

advancement in technology led to a negative impact for the land and 

those who fell victim to the harsh warfare imposed by the combatants. 

This technology did, however, lead to a positive impact for those 

utilizing the advanced weapons during the time of war as well as the 

new technology that developed to fix the damage from these weapons. 

The enduring issue of the Impact of Technology can also be seen 

throughout WWII due to the different weapons, technological advances, 

and techniques used. During WWII, there were different weapons/

techniques used that have caused major negative impacts for those who 

fell victim to the war. For instance, Nazi Germany use a “blitzerkieg,” 

or thunder war, to invade Poland. They also used different chemicals, 

gases, and other weapons during Hitler’s “Final Solution”/Holocaust, 

and throughout the course of WWII. Later on, the Japanese utilized 

aircrafts/bombs to initiate an attack on the U.S. They had attacked 

Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, which led to the U.S. becoming involved in 

WWII, resulting in a plan for attacking Japan by firebombing major 

Japanese cities such as Tokyo. The U.S. secretly created the atomic bomb, 

and eventually dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, and three days 

later, Nagasaki. The destruction caused by the bomb razed cities and 

burnt buildings/land. The city of Hiroshima before the bomb dropped 

was a thriving city of people. The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 
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negatively impacted the people by not only killing thousands 

instantly, but by emitting massive waves of radiation that continued 

to negatively effect the survivors through side-effects such as cancer. 

The enduring issue of the Impact of Technology can also be seen 

during the Vietnam war. The Vietnam war also had a lot of different 

changes/advancements in technology that have also negatively 

impacted those afflicted by the technology and techniques. Around the 

1960s–1970s, the U.S. had found a way to weaken Vietnam through 

the use of a range of herbicides across more than 4.5 million acres of 

Vietnam to destroy the forest cover and food crops. This would allow the 

U.S. forces to hurt the war effort of the Vietnamese getting rid of trees 

so that they could not stage the surprise attacks done using guerilla 

warfare but also would hurt many civilians who got sick due to the 

use of Agent Orange and other herbicides. Their farms, water supplies, 

and homes became contaminated causing people to starve and/or have 

cancer and other chronic health problems. This is somewhat similar 

to what Russia would do with their enemies if they were invaded by 

opposing troops. If Russia was invaded, people would destroy their own 

crops/livestock in order to weaken the invading army, utilizing these 

techniques to provide themselves with a positive outcome. The Russian 

government did not seem to care about their own people just as the U.S. 

did not seem to care about the Vietnamese. The Russian army used the 

scorched earth policy to destroy their country and prevent the French 

from obtaining supplies. 

Therefore, the enduring issue of the Impact of Technology has been 

an issue that has impacted people throughout the course of history. It 

has proven to be a reoccurring issue since it has been seen in WWI, 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A

WWII, and the Vietnam War, This issue has even been seen in other 

events, such as the Cold War where the U.S. and the Soviet Union 

had high tensions over the creation of atomic and nuclear bombs 

and the advancements of scientific technology (ex: satellites). This 

advancement in technology, weapons, and techniques has impacted 

the people who were effected by it for the worst. However, it has also 

impacted our understanding of such technology for the better. Hence, 

the enduring issue of the Impact of Technology is a significant issue 

due to how it has both positively and negatively change people’s lives 

throughout history. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B

The enduring issue of conflict has effected the population and 

biodiversity over time because of all the wars that bring destruction 

and pandemonium. This is an enduring issue because it was a problem 

in the past in many places and it is still a continuing problem to this 

day; however the issue has changed overtime because humanity has 

made several advances in various fields which has made conflicts more 

destructive over time. Conflict can be seen in document 1, 2, and 4 

through three different time periods and places. 

The historical context behind document 1 is the measures the 

Napoleanic War got to and many lives were sacrificed in the process. 

Napoleon came to power at the end of the French Revolution. The people 

were looking for power and stability and Napoleon had a plan to 

take over all of Europe. Document 1 states that the Russians used a 

“Scorched earth” tactic to prevent the French obtaining food supplies. 

Such tactics caused starvation and death for ordinary Russian people 

and for the French soldiers. Disputes that Russians had with foraging 

soldiers led to acts of violence. In addition to the war in Russia milions 

of soldiers and civilians died during the Napoleanic War. The political 

and technological changes made for this particular conflict were 

devastating. It was a harbinger of what was to come in the new age of 

warfare. This shows how the Napoleanic war lead to the tragedy and 

heart ache because of the of the new technology. New guns were more 

powerful and mobile. In addition, tactical changes caused this war to be 

more destructive than previous wars. This enduring issue has an effect 

on people because the French lost much of their army and resources and 

strained the economic growth; conflict effected France negatively. 

The historical context behind Document 2 is World War I. New 
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weapons and tactics made this war even deadlier than the Napoleonic 

Wars that happened about 100 years before. Rural and urban parts 

of France were devastated and trenches were dug as the war settled 

into a stalemate. Areas were strewn with dead bodies among other 

things during the war. During World War I villages and cottages were 

destroyed and became heaps of blackened masonry. Fields, roads and 

trees were pitted and torn by shells and disfigured by dead horses, 

cattle, sheep and goats. This shows the amount of horrors conflict 

has caused; it had a negative impact on the French countryside as 

well as all the combatents of the war. Many soldiers faced horrible 

conditions and weapons in the trenches, from trench foot to mustard 

gas. Germany also took along time to recover economically because of 

all the exhausted resources and debt built up over this war as well as the 

reparations they had to pay. 

The historical context behind document 4 were the tactics used by 

the U.S (United States) to snuff communism out of Vietnam during 

the war. The U.S military sprayed a range of herbicides across more 

than 4.5 million acres of Vietnam to destroy the forest cover and food 

crops used by the North Vietnamese in an attempt to get rid of the 

“hiding places” Vietnamese soldiers would use when fighting “guerilla 

war” style. However, during this process they also contaminated crops 

and water sources used by non combatant native population of South 

Vietnam. During the war “American Forces used more than 20 million 

gallons of herbicides in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia during the years 

of Operation Ranch Hand” The US used herbicides to try to win the war 

easier and faster but clearly they had a horrible effect on the people who 

lived there. Many died of cancer and other ailments or had permanent 
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negative health effects. This explains how a conflict has led to innocent 

people being hurt and loss of biodiversity, arable land and natural 

resources. It also had a major negative effect on Cambodia because 

a local group, the Khmer Rouge, took over and made the population 

submit to communism. There were treated like laborers and lived as 

farmers. As the leader Pol Pot gained power he orchestrated one of the 

deadliest genocides in history. It is often referred to as the “Killing 

Fields.” Conflict causes horrific damage. 

Conflict has been an ongoing enduring issue through the centurys 

and is still shaping humanity; it has very positive and negative 

impacts on everything concerning it. For example, the conflict between 

the U.S and S.U (Soviet Union) was negative because it lead to the 

Berlin Wall and the divide of east germany & west germany. A positive 

conflict was when Nelson Mandela fought against the South African 

Afrikaner Apartheid government and was able to dismantle this racist 

government or when Haiti gained independence. Conflict will continue 

shaping our views on people, places, Historical events and many more. 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B
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The horrors of warfare are depictions of man’s worst state. This issue 

of conflict has led to both the destruction and instigation in the name 

of war. The devastating consequences of conflict have forever tainted 

our history. The struggle for power, resources and prestige has ignited 

the worst of man’s influences and pushed him to enact unspeakable 

dangers to further himself and country; however, such tactics do not 

remain only during the condition of war, but permeate beyond into 

civilian and postwar life and mindset. These conflicts have not only led 

to loss of human lives, but also destruction of the natural environment. 

In some cases, this has left a legacy of devastation to landscapes as well 

as survivors who continue to face ailments linked to these conflicts. The 

development of new technologies has further worsened the consequences 

of conflict that have emerged. Conflicts such as the Napoleonic Wars, 

conflicts in Vietnam and Iraq, and the world wars are examples of 

these circumstances. It is clear that warfare does not hesitate to spread 

beyond man; it damages the world around it. Militaries use whatever 

means necessary to further themselves and achieve victory. During 

the Vietnam War, the U.S. used herbicides to achieve their agenda. 

These herbicides; including most notably Agent Orange, destroyed 

forested regions as well as viable crops that their opposition would rely 

on. Using these herbicides would destroy and leave lingering efforts 

on roads, river and canals, endangering the infrastructure and life 

that depend on them; furthermore, this is injurious to rice paddies and 

farmland which were also contaminated (Document 4). Many veterans 

and survivors of the Vietnam conflict developed medical conditions 

and illnesses as a result of exposure to these powerful chemicals. 

Similarly, the conflicts between the Islamic State and Iraq led to the 
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ignition of oil wells in the country. This not only polluted the air with 

hazardous material, but rendered farmlands useless, as many could 

no longer produce edible crops. Vulnerable populations like children 

and the elderly were susceptible to breathing problems and some people 

such as 15-year old Ahmed Jassim suffered heart damage. Furthermore, 

this toxic smoke caused the destruction of livestock as can also be seen 

in the western frontier of World War I. The use of modern artillery in 

the early 20th century increased the destruction of both human and 

animal lives. Descriptions of the destruction survive, highlighting 

scenes of death and damage on a scale not previously seen in warfare. 

Farmland, again, in the Great War was destroyed, and the animals 

that did survive were in in a state of disarray, unprecedented stress, 

and isolated from their lifestyle and routine. Man often fails to 

account for the destruction of nature, the death of civilians, and the 

long-term consequences of those exposed to the conditions of warfare 

while he fights against his fellow man; the tactics of warfare leave an 

irreparable trail of destruction behind it that continues to affect the 

generations that follow. 

War is started by leaders and ideals, but often impacts the 

common man. At the end of the French Revolution, a five-man 

government known as the Directory was established. This weak 

governing body, amidst the chaos of the revolutionary period, was 

overthrown by Napoleon Bonaparte. His goal was to build an empire, 

and he successfully took over many countries in central and western 

Europe. These Napoleonic wars became more deadly due to the advance 

of and thirst for war technology. Artillery cannons destroyed armies 

and towns with not much to remain. This led to the death of not only 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C
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soldiers, but also significant numbers of civilians as well. However, 

Napoleon failed to acquire two countries, Russia and Britain. Russia’s 

use of scorched earth tactics devastated both the French and their 

own citizens. In an effort to prevent the French from surviving off 

of the Russian harvests, Russians destroyed all land and produce 

by burning it to the ground. Farms and communities were left 

without food when armies trampled on through. All of this resulted 

in civilians suffering, causing further starvation and death during 

this devastating conflict. Likewise, World War II brought the further 

development of war technology. The dropping of two atomic bombs on 

Japanese cities led to unimaginable destruction. Images of Japan we 

can see show the bustling and unaffected lives of those in Hiroshima 

before the bombing. Civilians are going on with their peaceful lives with 

markets and shops lining the city, various modes of transportation 

being used, and common activities taking place. Yet, images after 

the bombing depict destruction of buildings and uncertainty among 

citizens. Many people in Japan died as a result of the bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki and many more suffered from radiation 

sickness and other ailments that stemmed from the bombings while 

President Truman would argue that the bombings saved lives by 

ending the war more quickly, they still wreaked havoc on Japan. Not 

since WWII has an atomic bomb been used in warfare. 

Conflict unfortunately continues to impact people and 

environments around the world. As technology changes so does the 

nature and level of destruction of war. From medieval war technologies 

used in the Crusades, the napalm in the Korean War, to drones and 

more advanced satellite technologies used today, warfare has both 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C
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changed and continued over time. While how wars are fought has 

changed the consequences remained.

Overall, warfare remains man’s solution to tension and the 

butting of leaders’ heads. What these leaders fail to be concerned about 

is the disastrous effects of war; and this continues time after time. 

Technology continues to advance and tensions always remain afoot 

in the world of powerful men; however, the true issue of warfare is how 

it is allowed to completely leak out of these realms and to ravage the 

innocent and helpless, all in the name of power and victory; that of the 

leaders, not the suffering people.
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The enduring issue shown in the documents is conflict. The three 

documents to support the enduring issue are documents 4, 5 and 1. 

The reason conflict is the enduring issue is because through out the 

document it is shown many people have gone through and got killed 

because of the conflict of war. 

In Document 4 conflict is shown by the military destroying many 

people lands. In Document 4 it states, “from 1961 to 1971, the U.S. 

Military sprayed a range of herbicides across more than 4.5 million 

acres of Vietnam to destroy the forest cover and food crops used by the 

enemy North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops. This document shows 

that conflict during the war cause harm to other people and innocent 

people. 

In Document 5 people were affected by what is happening during 

the war. In Document 5 it shows, “his heart is permanently damaged, 

the result of inhaling the smoke that blanketed his town…He hates life. 

It just hates life.” This shows that many people were affected by the war 

and how it could mess up a person life.

In Document 1 the war began and many innocent people were 

killed. Document 1 it shows, “extended period of warfare begun… The 

results of those cannons were more bodies in a brutal count.” This 

Document shows that going to war causes conflict for many other 

people are causing the death of innocent people.

In conclusion Documents 1, 4, and 5 shows how going to war cause 

conflict for many people who are not involved and causing many 

people to get killed and harm to people.
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An enduring issue found in these document is conflict. Overtime 

wars have been going on and these conflicts have negativly affected 

civilians and the enviorment individuals live. These conflicts have been 

endured and have rarely changed with the outcomes. 

These documents show that the enduring issue is conflict and this 

issue overtime is endured and has not been changed even when it 

affects innocent civilians. During a time where significant advances 

were arising, technological developments and tatical changes led a 

war to be more destrutive than any war before. In document 1 it states 

“Most attempts to count the cost of Napolean’s Wars have focused on the 

soldiers, but the violence also had an enormous impact on civilians.” 

Usually, wars should not interfere with civilians lives because they 

had no say that their country should go to war, but because a conflict 

was “serious” innocent civilians had to take reprucsions for the war. 

In document 1 it also states “As vast armies trampled across the 

continent, they left a trail of destruction in their wake. Some of this 

was due to a lack of food. . . the armies lived off these land. Farms and 

entire communities were left without food.” Since the issue here was 

conflict, civilians had to give up the food they earned and retrieved for 

their family, for soldiers who were unprepared and “needed it most” for 

energy to continue fighting. 

The enduring issue conflict has continued to be a issue overtime 

especially to the civilians who had to endure conflict and war. In 

document 4 it expresses “From 1961 to 1971, the U.S. military 

spayed a range of herbicides across more than 4.5 million acres of 

Vietnam to destroy the forest cover and food crops used by enemy 

North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops.” This shows that because of an 
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ongoing conflict, civilians food supply was destroyed and food was 

basically posion. Civilians who had nothing to do with the conflict 

still had to endure the negative impacts and continue to. In document 

5 it states “The Islamic state footprint on Iraq’s enviorment may 

be unprecedented, with a toxic legacy that include wide-scale cattle 

deaths, fields that no longer yield edible crops and chronic breathing 

complications in children and the elderly, doctors and experts said.” 

This shows how civilians live with long term affects with the enduring 

issue conflict. As time goes on civilians are still negativily effected by 

conflict and is targeted when it comes to conflict and war. 

The enduring issue found in these documents are conflict. Conflict 

effects civilians and impacts civilians lives and future outcomes. 

The enviorment is negativily effected and as time goes on history is 

repeated and conflict is still a issue to this day in the same manner.

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and accurately explains impact of technology as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (created several different effects on history as we know it, ranging from how it has 
impacted people, to events, to how it has advanced; impact on how we fight and survive 
tremendous) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (mass destruction caused by advanced weaponry during 

World War I shows how advancement led to a negative impact for the land and those who fell 
victim to the harsh warfare; new technology did lead to a positive impact for those utilizing 
advanced weapons as well as new technology developed to fix damage from these weapons; 
destruction caused by atomic bombs dropped by U.S. razed cities and burnt buildings; U.S. 
found a way to weaken Vietnam through use of a range of herbicides across 4.5 million acres 
to destroy forest cover and food crops; Russia used similar tactics when they destroyed their 
own crops and livestock to weaken invading army; Russian government did not seem to care 
about their own people just as U.S. did not seem to care about Vietnamese) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from Documents 1, 2, 3, and 4 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (during World War I advance 
in not only weapons/technology used but advancements in how they were used such as use of 
trenches in trench warfare, use of more powerful firepower, use of tanks, and even U-boats; 
doctors had to invent new ways of dealing with types of injuries sustained by new weapons and 
technologies; advances in plastic surgery and prosthetics happened due to impact of new war 
technology which led to development of new medical technology that found its way into many 
new medical procedures used today; Nazi Germany used a “blitzkrieg” or thunder war to 
invade Poland; different chemicals, gases and weapons used during Hitler’s “Final Solution” or 
Holocaust and throughout course of World War II; Japanese utilized aircrafts/bombs to initiate 
an attack on the U.S. at Pearl Harbor leading the U.S. to become involved in World War II, 
resulting in a plan to attack Japan by firebombing major Japanese cities such as Tokyo; atomic 
bomb negatively impacted people by not only killing thousands instantly but also emitting 
massive waves of radiation that continue to negatively affect survivors through side-effects 
such as cancer; use of herbicides would allow U.S. forces to hurt war efforts of Vietnamese 
getting rid of trees so they could not stage surprise attacks using guerilla warfare but it also 
hurt many civilians who got sick due to use of Agent Orange) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a 
conclusion that explains the impact of technology as an enduring issue  

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The recognition that technology 
has had both positive and negative impacts leads to comparative statements and good analysis. 
Although document interpretation led to some good historical understandings, lack of 
development weakens their effectiveness. 
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 3 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (affects population 

and diversity over time because of all the wars that bring destruction and pandemonium; leads 
to innocent people being hurt and loss of biodiversity, arable land, and natural resources) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (issue changed over time because humanity made advances 

in various fields which have made conflicts more destructive; many lives sacrificed in 
Napoleonic Wars; Russians used “scorched earth” tactic to prevent French from obtaining food 
supplies causing starvation and death for ordinary Russian people and French soldiers; disputes 
Russians had with foraging French soldiers led to acts of violence; political and technological 
changes made for Napoleonic Wars devastating and harbinger of what was to come in new age 
of warfare, leading to tragedy and heartache; amount of horrors caused by World War I had 
negative impact on French countryside as well as combatants of war; U.S. contaminated crops 
and water sources used by non-combatant native population of South Vietnam; U.S. used 
herbicides to try to win war easier and faster but clearly had a horrible effect on people who 
lived there) 

• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 
2, and 4  

• Includes relevant outside information (French people looking for power and stability and 
Napoleon’s plan was to take over all of Europe; rural and urban parts of France devastated, and 
trenches dug as World War I settled into a stalemate; many soldiers faced horrible conditions 
and weapons in trenches, from trench foot to mustard gas; Germany took a long time to recover 
economically because of all the exhausted resources and debt built up over this war as well as 
reparations they had to pay; U.S. sprayed a range of herbicides to destroy forest cover and food 
crops used by North Vietnamese in an attempt to get rid of “hiding places” Vietnamese soldiers 
would use when fighting “guerilla war” style; many people in Vietnam died of cancer and 
other ailments or had permanent negative health effects; Vietnam war negative effect on 
Cambodia because when local group Khmer Rouge took over they made population submit to 
communism; as leader Pol Pot gained power by orchestrating one of deadliest genocides in 
history—often referred to as “Killing Fields”; conflict between U.S. and Soviet Union negative 
because it led to Berlin Wall and division into East and West Germany; positive conflict was 
when Mandela fought against South Afrikaner apartheid government and was able to dismantle 
racist government or when Haiti gained independence) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that explains conflict 
and a conclusion that discusses while conflict can be negative, it can also be positive 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Good document interpretation is 
blended with relevant outside information, which demonstrates an understanding of the task. 
Examples are provided for both positive and negative impacts of conflicts, although additional 
supporting facts and details would have benefited the development.  
 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – June ’26	 [59]

Practice Paper C—Score Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and clearly and accurately explains war as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(devastating consequences of conflict have forever tainted our history; tactics used do not only 
remain during conditions of war but permeate beyond into civilian and postwar life and 
mindset; tactics of warfare leave an irreparable trail of destruction behind that continues to 
affect generations that follow) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (issue of conflict led to both destruction and instigation in 

name of war; clear warfare does not hesitate to spread beyond man as it damages world around 
it; herbicides used in Vietnam War destroyed forested regions as well as viable crops that 
opposition would rely on as well as endangering infrastructure and life that depended on them; 
ignition of oil wells in Iraq not only polluted air with hazardous material but rendered 
farmlands useless; descriptions of use of modern artillery in early 20th century highlight scenes 
of death and damage on scale not previously seen; animals that survived Great War in state of 
disarray, unprecedented stress, and isolated from lifestyle and routine; man often fails to 
account for destruction of nature, death of civilians, and long-term consequences of those 
exposed to conditions of warfare while he fights against his fellow man; as technology 
changes, so does nature and level of destruction of war; true issue of warfare how it is allowed 
to completely leak out of its realms and ravage the innocent and helpless—all in the name of 
power and victory of leaders) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and 
details from all the documents  

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (many 
veterans and survivors of Vietnam conflict would develop medical conditions and illnesses as a 
result of exposure to powerful chemicals; Napoleon’s goal to build an empire and he 
successfully took over many countries in central and western Europe but failed to acquire 
Russia and Britain; Russia’s use of scorched earth tactics devastated both the French and 
Russians; dropping of two atomic bombs on Japanese cities in Second World War led to 
unimaginable destruction; many people in Japan died as a result of bombings on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki and many more suffered from radiation sickness and other ailments stemming 
from bombings; President Truman argued that bombings saved lives by ending war more 
quickly but they still wreaked havoc on Japan; not since World War II has an atomic bomb 
been used in warfare; from medieval war technologies used in Crusades, to napalm in Korean 
War, to drones and more advanced satellite technologies used today, warfare has both changed 
and continued over time) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a 
conclusion that discuss the horrors of war 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Significant relevant outside 
information and analysis support document interpretation. An evaluation of different wars 
represents a thoughtful and critical appraisal which reflects an understanding of both immediate 
and long-term impacts and how war has changed over time. 
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 1 
 

The response: 
• Identifies, but does not explain, conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (caused 

many people to be killed; war causes conflict for many other people and death of innocent 
people) 

• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument 
• Is descriptive (millions of acres of forest cover and food crops destroyed by range of 

herbicides used in Vietnam by United States army, causing harm to innocent people; 
inhaling smoke from war can permanently damage heart and mess up life) 

• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 4, and 5  
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a restatement of 

the task and lacks a conclusion  
 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Quotations from the documents 
and general simplistic summaries demonstrate a basic understanding of the task. The response 
is limited in scope and lacks development as Vietnam is the only specific example and the 
others are general descriptions.  
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (over time wars 

going on negatively affected civilians and the environment individuals live in; conflicts rarely 
changed outcomes; as time goes on history is repeated and conflict is still an issue in the same 
manner) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument  
• Is primarily descriptive (during a time when significant advances arising, technological 

developments and tactical changes led to a war that was more destructive than any before; 
Napoleon’s war focused on soldiers but violence had enormous impact on civilians; usually 
wars should not interfere with civilian lives because they had no say in whether their country 
should go to war; trail of destruction left in wake as vast armies trampled across countries as 
they lived off the land; civilians had to give up the food they earned and retrieved for their 
family as soldiers unprepared and needed it more for energy to continue fighting; because of 
ongoing conflict in Vietnam and use of herbicides by United States which basically poisoned 
food supply, civilians had to and continue to endure negative impacts) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details and information copied from Documents 1, 
4, and 5 

• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that is a 

restatement of the theme 
  
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Quotations from the documents 
and summaries of document information add some depth to the discussion. A few good 
conclusions are included but lack of explanation weakens the development. 
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June 2026 Regents Examination in Global History & Geography II 
Test Questions by Key Idea 

 
Question Number Key Idea 

1 10.1 
2 10.1 
3 10.1 
4 10.2 
5 10.3 
6 10.3 
7 10.3 
8 10.3 
9 10.4 

10 10.4 
11 10.5 
12 10.5 
13 10.7 
14 10.7 
15 10.5 
16 10.5 
17 10.10 
18 10.6 
19 10.6 
20 10.9 
21 10.9 
22 10.10 
23 10.10 
24 10.10 
25 10.9 
26 10.10 
27 10.8 
28 10.8 
29 10.7 
30 10.7 
31 CT 
32 10.3 
33 10.3 

34a CT 
34b CT 
35 CT 

 
CT = Cross Topical: test items that cover more than one Key Idea 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2026 Regents 
Exam in Global History and Geography II will be posted on the Department’s website 
at: https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations on the day 
of the examination. Conversion charts provided for the previous administrations of any 
Global History and Geography examinations must NOT be used to determine students’ 
final scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test  
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State 
assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to 
make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1.	 Go to https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments.

2.	 Click Regents Examinations.

3.	 Complete the required demographic fields. 

4.	 Select the test title from the Regents Examination dropdown list.

5.	 Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

6.	 Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.


