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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
27

 
Possible Exemplary Response:
In “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” the author supports the claim that electricity has become “more 
and more a part of our lives” by telling us how electricity helps us live today. In the first paragraph the author tells 
us many ways we use electricity “With the touch of a button, we can turn on lights or play music. Electricity lets us 
watch television. It also allows us to make phone calls from anywhere in the world.” Other ways the author shows 
how we use electricity today are in paragraph 10, “Batteries would one day become essential power sources for 
modern electricity” and in paragraph 14, “The demand for electricity caught on. Today, most people cannot imagine 
life without electricity.”  

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
27

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” to 
explain how the author supports the claim in paragraph 4 that electricity has become “more and more a 
part of our lives” (by saying how we use it for television, phone calls, music and more). The response 
provides evidence of analysis (we use electricity for our amusment because we play music almost everyday 
and we also use electricity for basic needs such as seeing in the dark and electricity is also used to help 
us communicate). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (“With the touch of a button, we can turn on lights or play music.” and “It also 
allows us to make phone calls from anywhere in the world.”). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
27

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” to 
explain how the author supports the claim in paragraph 4 that electricity has become “more and more a part 
of our lives” (by showing examples of scientists changing history and peoples lives with electricity). The 
response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(Benjamin Franklin invented the lighting rod. This proves my claim by showing how the invention of the 
lighting rod was a game changer and stoped many buildings from catching on fire and people from dying 
and Thomas Edison created the first working lightbulb. This proves my claim by showing how the invention 
of the lightbulb was important, […] almost all around the world people still use lightbulbs). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
27

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” to 
explain how the author supports the claim in paragraph 4 that electricity has become “more and more a 
part of our lives” (The demand of electricity caught on). The response provides a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Thomas edison made the lightbulb 
which millions around the world use today: “Edisons lightbulb had the potential” and Nikolas tesla made 
the first AC power which people use everyday “Power stations could now supply power for hundreds of 
miles and to thoudsands of people). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
27

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” to 
explain how the author supports the claim in paragraph 4 that electricity has become “more and more a part 
of our lives” (today people can’t live without electricity); however, the response only provides one concrete 
detail from the text for support (elctricity runs machines, lights up the sky, and puts “static cling” in out 
clothes). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
27

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” to 
explain how the author supports the claim in paragraph 4 that electricity has become “more and more a part 
of our lives” (we use a lot of electriy every day now and it helps us a lot); however, the response does not 
provide relevant details from the text for support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors 
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
27

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“ Electricity was not studied well intell 400 years ago” and “A series of scientist discorverd all 
we know about electricity today”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text 
“Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity,” to explain how the author supports the claim in paragraph 4 
that electricity has become “more and more a part of our lives.” This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
27

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It shows how electricty works).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
27

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (they support the claim by making his 
own eliectricity).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
28

Possible Exemplary Response:
The ideas from paragraphs 8 and 9 in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity” are related because paragraph 8 
talks about the problem of lightning strikes and paragraph 9 explains Benjamin Franklin’s invention to prevent fires 
caused by lightning. Paragraph 8 tells us “Lightning often hit tall buildings, such as church steeples. This caused 
deadly fires. People rang church bells to warn others of bad weather. Lightning sometimes struck and killed the bell 
ringers.” In paragraph 9 the author describes Benjamin Franklin’s solution this way “Franklin invented the lightning 
rod. A lightning rod is a metal pole with a wire attached.” When the lightning hits the rod, it will follow the wire and 
go “harmlessly to the ground.” 

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
28

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 8 and 9 are 
related in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity” (by 8 being the problem and 9 being the solution 
to the problem). The response provides evidence of analysis (This was a massive problem at the time no 
one knew the solution). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 
support as required by the prompt (“Lightning often hit tall buildings…This caused deadly fires.” and 
“Franklin invented the lightning rod….Electricity flowed down a wire. It went harmlessly to the ground.”). 
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
28

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 8 and 9 
are related in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity” (because it’s talks about that lightning hiting 
buidings). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“At the time, lightning was a big problem” and “Ligtning tends to hit the rod”). 
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
28

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 8 and 9 are 
related in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity” (paragraph 8 gives a problem, and paragraph 9 
shows a solution). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (buildings keep catching fires because of lightning and The solution in paragraph 9 
is that Benjamin Franklin inveted the lightning rod to attract lightning away from buildings). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
28

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 8 and 9 are 
related in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity” (they are both talking about lightning and lightning 
hitting buildngs); however, the response does not provide relevant details from the text for support. This 
response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
28

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (“franklin invented the lightning rod” and “lightning sometimes struck and killed the bell 
ringers.”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas 
in paragraphs 8 and 9 are related in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity.” This response includes a 
complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
28

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 8 and 9 are 
related in “Excerpt from The Story Behind Electricity” (The ideas are related by both talking about lightning 
and how it works with different items); however, the response does not provide relevant details from the text 
for support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
28

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The ideas are used in paragraph 8-9 
becysebits showing how the electricity is used).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
28

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They produced by inventing a 
machine that produced static electricity. They created a way to make elecrical energy to travel longer).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
36

Possible Exemplary Response:
In “Excerpt from Radio Girl,” paragraphs 3 and 4 contribute to the story’s structure by giving us a picture of 
the adventure Cece was experiencing. We can tell she is excited from the language the author used in these two 
paragraphs. For example, when she is describing the ferry ride it says “Waves on the Hudson caught the sun and 
glimmered like the sequins on a radio star’s evening gown. I’d never been across the Hudson by myself before, and 
the freedom of it made me feel like one snappy piece of work.” Later in paragraph 4 you can feel Cece’s excitement 
when she says, “‘Unique New York,’ I whispered. ‘Unique New York.’” The city lay before me, with seven million 
future fans, and I couldn’t wait to get started.”

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.



Page 27

GUIDE PAPER 1
36

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 in “Excerpt 
from Radio Girl” contribute to the story’s structure (by getting the mood almost impatient or excited). The 
response provides evidence of analysis (showing lots of figurtibve language to put something so simple into 
something beautiful; helps build the story structure by almost forshadowing what is going to happen later; 
The author shows how much of an impact her thoughts are producing for her freedom and confidence she 
needs; shows how this build the charcters confidnence and is exciting for both the reader and charcter in the 
story). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (“ I leaned against a damp railing on the Hoboken ferry, bound for the Thirty-ninth Street dock. 
The mist on the river cooled my face and arms. Waves on the Hudson caught the sun and glimmered like 
the sequins on a radio star’s evening gown.” and ““Unique New York,”1 I whispered. “Unique New York.” 
The city lay before me, with seven million future fans, and I couldn’t wait to get started.”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
36

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 in “Excerpt from 
Radio Girl” contribute to the story’s structure (the text starts to build up and give you the mood and feeling 
of the surroundings of the story). The response provides evidence of analysis (evidence from the text talks 
about how their environment is and how it is to live in it). The response provides a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“i had left behind the brewery smells 
of Newark. I leaned against a damp railing on the Hoboken Ferry, bound for the thirdy-ninth street dock. 
the mist on the river cooled my face and arms. waves on the hudson caught the sun and glimmered like the 
sequins on a radio stars evening gown.” and “when the ferry sidled up next to the dock, the crew threw 
ropes around the pilings “unique new york” i wispered. “unique new york.” the city lay before me, with 
seven million future fans, and i couldnt wait to get started.”). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
36

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 in “Excerpt from 
Radio Girl” contribute to the story’s structure (by telling how she got from her home to New York City). The 
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(“I had left behind the brewery smells of Newark. I leaned against a damp railing on the Hoboken ferry, 
bound for the Thirty-ninth Street dock.”; “When the ferry sidled up next to the dock,”; “The city lay before 
me.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
36

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 in “Excerpt from 
Radio Girl” contribute to the story’s structure (help transition the two setting in the story); however, the 
response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“I had left behind the brewery smells 
of Newark”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
36

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 in “Excerpt from 
Radio Girl” contribute to the story’s structure (by, telling us the Setting & the way it Sounds & feels); 
however, the response does not provide relevant details from the text for support. This response includes a 
complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
36

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (She wanted to be a raido star girl 
[…] she ended up at “unique new york”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text 
to explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 in “Excerpt from Radio Girl” contribute to the story’s structure. This 
response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
36

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Paragraphs three and four contribute 
to the story’s structure by showing that that the main character came back home dirty and smelly because 
they fell after sneaking out and layed in the water as it was crossing their witha cool breeze).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                      Additional
36

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The minute Ma and Nory left for 
Mass on Saturday morning, I emptied out my skate bag, shoving my skates under the bed as far as I could 
reach. The bag was my cover. If anyone asked, I was just going to the roller rink, like every weekend. I threw 
my pocketbook into the bag, along with my working paper and a dollar I had borrowed from Ma’s rainy-day 
jar. I would need money for trolley fares and the ferry. Next, I dragged out the least shabby of my blouses 
and my new school skirt, the only one that fit. I cuffed my bobby socks neatly and laced up my saddle shoes). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
37

Possible Exemplary Response:
When the author uses the sentence “A trembling took hold of his knees” he is telling you that Bud is tired, hungry, 
and a bit overwhelmed with the noise and traffic. It makes the story seem more frightening. The next sentence says, 
“He thrust his hands deep in his pockets.” This shows me that Bud wanted to get a grip on himself before he went 
looking for Broadway. There was a lunch wagon just ahead so he went in to eat. “He slid stiffly onto a revolving 
stool and looked for a long while at the pricelist.” The cook helped reassure him. “I’m goin’ to slip you a bit of 
advice, […] You go an’ git a shave and a haircut and brush the hayseeds out o’ yer suit a bit before you start lookin’. 
You’ll be more likely to git something. It’s looks that count in this city.”

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
37

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the effect the sentence has on the tone of 
“Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer” (makes the tone of the story a bit more dark). The response provides 
evidence of analysis (even though he is a bit banged up he still has hope in the beginning and shows that 
now he is lossing a bit of hope and is getting a bit worried). The response provides a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“His feet were blistered, he was leaden 
tired, but when the ferry moved out of the slip, bucking the little slapping scalloped waves of the river he 
felt something warm and tingling shoot suddenly through all his veins.” and “He walked between two coal 
wagons and out over a dusty expanse of street towards yellow streetcars. A trembling took hold of his knees. 
He thrust his hands deep in his pockets.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                      Additional
37

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the effect the sentence has on the tone 
of “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer” (The type of effect that sentence has on the tone of the story is like 
he was scared). The response provides evidence of analysis (This is a sign of anxiety and he is trying to 
find privacy where he can take his time to become calm again). The response provides a sufficient number 
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“He thrust his hands deep in his 
pockets.” and “He slid stiffly onto a revolving stool and looked for a long while at the pricelist.”). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
37

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the effect the sentence has on the tone of 
“Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer” (telling that he is tired and overwhelmed by the big city). The response 
provides evidence of analysis (telling that he was exhausted). The response provides a sufficient number 
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“He sat stiffly on a revolving stool 
and looked for a long while at the pricelist.” and “You look all in, feller,”). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
37

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the effect the sentence has on the tone of 
“Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer” (by changing the tone to dark and Sad); however, the response only 
provides one relevant detail from the text for support (Show that he is starving and tired). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                      Additional
37

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (He slid stiffly onto a revolving stool and looked for a long while at the pricelist; Came down from 
upstate.I walked fifteen miles this morning; Walk east a block and turn down Broadway and You’ll find the 
center of things if you walk far enough); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the 
text to explain the effect the sentence has on the tone of “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer.” This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
37

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the effect the sentence has on the tone 
of “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer” (he was sacred to go ine the city); however, the response does not 
provide relevant details from the text for support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors 
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
37

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (his cap dried the sweat on his 
temples).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                      Additional
37

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is inaccurate (He couldn’t move 
because his knees felt trembled. He also was calm and thrust his hands deep in his pockets).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38

Possible Exemplary Response:
In “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel,” Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is 
exhausted because he is determined to find a job. He wants to keep going, because he has already come so far, but 
he is tired and hungry. He asked directions from a stranger on the ferry “Came down from upstate. I walked fifteen 
miles this morning.” He knows he still might have a long walk ahead after hearing this answer, “Walk east a block 
and turn down Broadway and you’ll find the center of things if you walk far enough.” Along the way, he stops at 
a lunch wagon for breakfast and gets more advice on how to succeed in the big city. “You go an’ git a shave and a 
haircut and brush the hayseeds out o’ yer suit a bit before you start lookin’. You’ll be more likely to git something. 
It’s looks that count in this city.”

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.



Page 47

GUIDE PAPER 1a
38
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text, “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel,” to 
explain why Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is exhausted (because he is 
really wants to get a job in Manhatten). The response provides evidence of analysis (he is eager to get 
there to get a job there and he is getting advice from other people relating to getting a job). The response 
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“‘Say, 
friend, how fur is it into the city from where this ferry lands?’” and “‘I’m goin’ to slip you a bit of advice, 
feller…’”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                      Additional
38

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text, “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel,” to 
explain why Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is exhausted (He’s trying to 
find a place to work in the city so that he can get back into the livestyle he used to be in and make a living 
for himself). The response provides evidence of analysis (showing that he truly is tired out and has been 
trying hard enough and Meaning that he worked even harder to get to somewhere to eat, and then get back 
to his main goal). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (“The young man’s glance moved up from Bud’s road-swelled shoes to the red 
wrist...” and “...walked fifteen miles this morning”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
38

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text, “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel,” to 
explain why Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is exhausted (because he is 
determined). The response provides evidence of analysis (he was tired but he still kept going and he kept 
going even after his shoes swell up). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 
text for support as required by the prompt (“he was leade tired” and “The young man’s glance moved up 
from Bud’s road-swelled shoes”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.



Page 51

GUIDE PAPER 4
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text, “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel,” to 
explain why Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is exhausted (he has a goal of 
joining the big city and going to brodway […] He seemed like he wanted to get there quick); however, the 
response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (he said to the ferry guy he wants to get 
to the center of things). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                      Additional
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text, “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel,” to 
explain why Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is exhausted (he wanted to get 
a job); however, the response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (“how do i get to 
brodway . . . i want to get to the center of things”). This response includes a complete sentence where errors 
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (His feet where blistered, he was 
leaden tired). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text, “Excerpt from Manhattan 
Transfer: A Novel,” to explain why Bud continues on his journey to New York City even though he is 
exhausted. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Bc maybe bud wanted to go there his 
whole life. Or he is a traveler so he travels to different places, He also is a very wanna know type person).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Bad continue’s on his journey 
because he is going threw alot and he might not be having av great day).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39
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Possible Exemplary Response:
A similar theme in both stories “Excerpt from Radio Girl” and “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel” is 
to never be afraid to follow your dreams. The protagonists in each story have dreams to make it big in New York 
City. Cece Maloney, the primary character in “Radio Girl” dreams of getting a job on the radio and becoming a 
big radio star. Bud, from “Manhattan Transfer” hopes to find a better job and a brighter future in the big city. Both 
characters have new experiences along the way. 

In “Radio Girl,” Cece gets ready to take the ferry from New Jersey to Manhattan to follow her dream of working 
at Columbia Radio. Her plan is to pretend she is going roller skating, but really she is sneaking off to catch the 
ferry to find her destiny. We see her plan in the first paragraph, “I emptied out my skate bag, shoving my skates 
under the bed as far as I could reach. The bag was my cover. If anyone asked, I was just going to the roller 
rink, like every weekend. I threw my pocketbook into the bag, along with my working paper and a dollar I had 
borrowed from Ma’s rainy-day jar.” Bud’s adventure starts a bit differently because he has farther to travel. We 
don’t find how far he has come until much later in the excerpt, “Came down from upstate. I walked fifteen miles 
this morning.” 

While our two protagonists are traveling, details from their journeys show us their different feelings and 
experiences. Cece is an excited teenage girl hoping to make it to the big time so she is enjoying everything 
that comes her way. “The mist on the river cooled my face and arms. Waves on the Hudson caught the sun and 
glimmered like the sequins on a radio star’s evening gown. I’d never been across the Hudson by myself before, 
and the freedom of it made me feel like one snappy piece of work.” Bud has a different experience however, “His 
feet were blistered, he was leaden tired,” and later, “Bud found the face tilted up at him, the crushed eyes like two 
black pins looking into his. “Nothin’,” he said gruffly and turned away to look at the expanse of river bright as 
knife blades.” 

As each story goes on we see even more difference in the way the characters’ experiences are described. Cece sees 
all the sights of New York City from the grimy to the glamorous, “Flattened chewing gum and old stogies dotted 
the sidewalks. I passed a Chinese restaurant smelling of boiled cabbage, then crossed another alley that smelled 
of rotten vegetables and exhaust fumes. On Fifth Avenue, I squeezed past fancy-dressed ladies in wide brimmed 
hats walking their toy dogs.”  Bud’s journey feels a bit darker, “there was rattling of chains, and Bud was pushed 
forward among the crowd through the ferryhouse. He walked between two coal wagons and out over a dusty 
expanse of street towards yellow streetcars.” 

All in all, the stories have a similar theme of never being afraid to follow your dreams, but the stories are 
developed differently through the ways the authors describe the experiences each character has. “Radio Girl” has 
an upbeat and excited feeling, Cece has no fears or worries during her travels through downtown Manhattan. 
However, Bud’s experiences seem more challenging and even somewhat threatening at times. 

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 4-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
39
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GUIDE PAPER 1b

Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (I will be explaining why I believe the theme is about determination). The response demonstrates 
insightful analysis of the texts (Cece’s heart is full of excitement and determination while following her 
dream; Bud, the main character, is willing to go lengths and risk his health just to complete his goal of 
finding employment; Cece spends her weeks reading about Columbia’s programs and things in store for 
her if she would get the job). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the 
texts (“ His feet were blistered, he was leaden tired,”; “Came down from upstate. I walked fifteen miles this 
morning.”; “All week long, I had practiced tongue twisters and read up on Columbia’s programs in Radio 
Guide.”; “The city lay before me, with seven million future fans, and I couldn’t wait to get started.”), and 
sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use 
of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (Before we throughly 
analyze, Let’s recap, For example, Another, According to the statement, This detail shows, Another detail, 
In Conclusion). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically 
sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice. The response provides 
a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information presented (The 
author of “Excerpt from Radio Girl” develops the theme of determination in a way of sharp confidence and 
following their dreams, while the author of “Excerpt from Manhattan Transfer: A Novel” develops a theme 
of determination by including details about Bud’s trip to find a job, although he wasn’t in a good state with 
his feet blistered and fatigue). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
few errors (throughly, presuing, Manhatten, peice, eveidence, emphsizing, emphizes, foward, verb tense, 
punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 2a                       Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 2b                       Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 2c                       Additional



Page 63

GUIDE PAPER 2d                       Additional

Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose (Working hard is the only way to accom-plish your goals […] The stories […] share the 
theme to work hard if you want your dreams to come true). The response demonstrates insightful analysis 
of the texts (Cece is taking risks in order to get her dream job; Sometimes, one has to do hard things to get 
the reward; Things are often much more difficult than they might seem). The response develops the topic 
with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (“I’d never been across the Hudson by myself before”; “I 
would need money for trolley fares and the ferry”; “His feet were blistered, he was leaden tired; “I walked 
fifteen miles this morning”), and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear 
organization (In the story, One quote, Another quote, That evidence, Sometimes). The response establishes 
and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-
specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (accomplish, reward, more difficult than they might seem). 
The response provides a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and 
information presented (Cece had to take big risks, and Bud had to walk a really long time to reach their 
goals. Do your best, and if you don’t succeed, try again). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 
command of conventions, with few errors (potrays, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 3a
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
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GUIDE PAPER 3c
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GUIDE PAPER 3d
Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (being in unfamiliar places can be intimida ting and exciting […] in search for better things 
in life People travel to new places). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (being in 
unfamiliar Places can be intimida ting and exciting; the main Character has a goal in mind and travels to 
New York to achive it; the main Character travels in order to find better things and Put himself in a Pos 
where he can find better opportunities; Sometimes you just need a Change of Scene in order to kick start 
new chapters in Your life). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts 
(“How do I get to broadway?...I want to get to the center of things”; “‘Unique new york,’ I whis ‘Unique 
new york.’ The city lay before me, with seven million future fans…”; When the character is talking to a 
man at a resteraunt, “Comin’ to the big city to look for a job, eh?”; “all week long, I had Practiced tongue 
twisters and read up on Columbias Programs in radio guide … then head for 485 madison Avenue, in 
manhatten and the offices of CBS.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate 
transitions to create a unified whole (both excerpts, one example, Additionally, Clearly, further more, to 
conclude). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically 
sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (intimidating, 
Protagonist, Prasumibly, relocating, conveyed, persue, Potential). The response provides a concluding 
statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information presented (to conclude 
oppertunity Comes in different share and sizes, even if its Potential ar already there for you). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (Prasumibly, develope, achive, 
excerts, Charecter, hasnt, resteraunt, persue, opperturnity, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 4a
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GUIDE PAPER 4b
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GUIDE PAPER 4c

  



Page 71

GUIDE PAPER 4d
Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (No matter how 
different people are, everyone shared something in common […] A Similar theme is New York City holds 
many oppurtunities). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (she has arrived 
in this promising city to start her new life; the author develops each theme differently by giving the main 
character […] hope and the man […] advice;  All in all the author deveops each theme differently by having 
confidence and advice). The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“‘Unique New 
York.’ The city lay before me, with seven million future fans, and I couldnt wait to get started.”; “you’ll be 
more likely to git something. it looks that count in this city.’”; “I would always remember the begginning 
of my rise to radio stardom.”; “‘I’m goin’ to slip you a bit of advice, feller,”), and sustains the use of 
relevant evidence, with some lack of variety. The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with 
inconsistent use of transitions (similar, in conclusion). The response establishes and maintains a formal style 
using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (promising, confidence). The response provides a 
concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (No matter how different people 
are everyone shares Something in common). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (oppurtunities, couldnt, begginning, 
deveops, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 5a                       Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 5b                       Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 5c                       Additional

  

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (every adventure 
leads to something good, and it can take time). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of 
the texts (Never give up because their is always a purpouse; the main character felt very strong about this, 
and knew what she wanted to do; he wanted to discover things and take a trip). The response partially 
develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (“All week long I had pracited tounge 
twisters…”; “How do I get to broadway? . . . I want to get to the center of things”; “, and pushed through 
the revolving doors.”; “its looks that counts in this city.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with 
the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (The text states, This example, Equally important, 
In conclusion, Another example). The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise 
language and domain-specific vocabulary (persistant, Equally important, conveys). The response provides 
a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (The simmular theme in both 
stories is every adventure leads to something good, and all good things take time […] Don’t bother giving 
up, when you haven’t even tried). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 
with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (their is always a purpouse, tounge, simmular, 
persistant, pracited, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 6a
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Page 76

GUIDE PAPER 6b
Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (anyone can 
be whatever they want if they try their hardest). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of 
the texts (This evidence proves that he wants to be on brodway and if he tries his hardest he could be on 
brodway and she tried her hardest and started being the radio girl she always wanted to be). The response 
develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“How do I get to Broadway? . . . I want to get to 
the center of things.”; “ This was a moment I would always remember, the beginning of my rise to radio 
stardom. ”; “It’s looks that count in this city.”; “Four hundred eighty-five Madison Avenue, the Columbia 
building. Its windows were like mirrors, reflecting the even taller skyscrapers all around. I stood in front for 
a minute, taking it all in.”), and sustains the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety. The response 
exhibits clear organization. The response establishes and maintains a formal style. The response provides 
a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion the author 
devlops the theme diferently). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (brodway, devops, teme, achive, whho, carrer, walking 
her why to the place, were ashe waanted to work, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 7a
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GUIDE PAPER 7b
Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (both develop 
the theme of hope since both characters Bud and Cece go to New York to get a new job but Radio Girl 
was a more uplifting text when Manhattan Transfer: A Novel was more focused on depicting reality). The 
response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (not anybody could get a job in New York). The 
response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (“this was a moment 
I would always remember, the beginning of my rise to radio stardom”; “it’s looks that count in this city”; 
“I licked my thumb and rubbed the scuff marks off my shoes, nodded at the doorman, and pushed through 
the revolving door”; “I’m goin’ to slip you a bit of advice, feller, and it won’t cost you nutten. You go an’ git 
a shave and a haircut and brush the hayseeds out o’ yer suit a bit before you start lookin”). The response 
exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (For example, However, Back in 
the other text, Therefore). The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent 
use of language and domain-specific vocabulary (uplifting, relatable, realistic). The response provides a 
concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (Therefore, the two 
texts both depict getting new jobs and exploring but one in a more realistic way). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (the 
displays the reality, annd, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 8a                       Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 8b                       Additional
 

Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both stories 
have a theme that is developed differently In both stories, the theme is trying to get a job). The response 
demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (This shows the narrator excited to get a job in Newyork; 
This shows Bud wants to go to the businesses to find a job; This tells us she was applying for a job because 
she has her resum). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual 
evidence (“I couldn’t wait to get started.”; “ I want to get to the center of things.”; Along with my working 
paper.”; having him ask how to get to the jobs). The response exhibits some attempt at organization (In 
both Stories, This shows, This tells us). The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with 
inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response does not provide a concluding 
statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors 
that do not hinder comprehension (develo, resum, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 9a
39



Page 82

GUIDE PAPER 9b
Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (both stories 
share a similar theme). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts. The response 
partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (all Cece wanted to do was 
get to 485 Madison Avenue in Manhattan and the offices of CBS and Bud is trying to find a job after he 
has moved). The response exhibits some attempt at organization (In […] and In conclusion). The response 
establishes but fails to maintain a formal style. The response provides a concluding statement that follows 
generally from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, both Bud and Cece want to get to a place 
that is new and exciting, while it also may be a bit scary). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 
command of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 10a
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GUIDE PAPER 10b
Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 
(both have a them of working hard to accomplish a goal). The response demonstrates little understanding 
of the texts. The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, 
occasional evidence (having “Excerpt from Radio Girl” practice for the job and “Excerpt from Manhattan” 
he goes to the city to look for a job) The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response 
lacks a formal style. The response provides a concluding statement that is illogical or unrelated to the topic 
and information presented (if they both have something Kind of incommen they don’t always got to be the 
Same as the other person). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (have a them, diffrently, incommen, got to be the same, 
punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 11                       Additional
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Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (A 
similar theme shared by both stories is “you can come up from nothing, and end famous.”). The response 
demonstrates little understanding of the texts. The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but 
only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (“Came down from upstate. I walked fi fteen miles 
this morning.” The man made a whistling sound through his eyeteeth. “Comin’ to the big city to look for 
a job, eh?” Bud nodded.” and “I’d never been across the Hudson by myself before, and the freedom of it 
made me feel like one snappy piece of work.”). The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The 
response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise for the texts and task. The response provides 
a concluding statement that is illogical or unrelated to the topic and information presented (This proves that 
Cece came up from nothing because although she lives right next to it, she has never been across the hudson 
river). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 
comprehension (punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 12
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Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (In 
both stories the people both used ferry’s as transportation). The response demonstrates little understanding 
of the texts (they also both went to cities in both stories). The response demonstrates an attempt to use 
evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (“ How fur is it into the city where the 
ferry lands.” and “ uniqu New York.”). The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response 
lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise for the texts and task. The response does not provide 
a concluding statement. The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors 
that hinder comprehension (ferry’s, uniqu, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 13
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Score Credit 0 (out of 4 credits)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (The theme of the storys are people 
like raidios. I know this because in the story they like radios. also the other story they didnt like raidios at 
first but then they liked raidios)



Page 88

GUIDE PAPER 14                      Additional
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Score Credit 0 (out of 4 credits)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (the theme was that both were 
getting stuck together. they are both related because they thought that it was the most heftic. the author 
developed the stories because he thought that it would be totally okay to do it. the story was relates to the 
Manhattan sweets. they also thought that they could get it to get going onto the next thing).





Grade 6 
English Language Arts Writing 
 
Scoring Leader Materials 
2024 Training Set




