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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
27

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

In “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds,” the information in paragraphs 6 and 8 illustrate many 
interesting facts about hummingbird migration. “Hummingbirds migrate long distances between their summer and 
winter homes. Ruby-throated and rufous hummers fly more than 3200 kilometres (2000 miles) from their nesting 
sites in the north to their winter homes in the south.” To make such a long journey hummingbirds need a lot of 
energy. “Before the ruby-throated migrates, it stores energy by eating even more than usual.” Some hummingbirds 
eat so much they grow by as much as 50 percent. 

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points: 
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
27

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the information in paragraphs 6 
and 8 illustrates about hummingbird migration in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” 
(Paragraph 6 shows that hummingbirds make really long journeys when migrating. Paragraph 8 shows 
that hummingbirds need lots of food to travel long distances). The response provides evidence of analysis 
(I believe that these details are related because it shows that in order to migrate, the hummingbirds need 
to eat a specific amount of food). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 
the text for support as required by the prompt [“Ruby-throated and rufous hummers fly more than 3200 
kilometers (2000 miles) from their nesting sites from north to their winter homes in the south.” and “One 
scientist figured that if an average man used as much energy as a ruby throated humming bird, he would 
need to eat 130 kilograms (285 pounds) of hamburger every day.”]. This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
27

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the information in paragraphs 6 and 
8 illustrates about hummingbird migration in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” (In 
paragraph 6 and 8 of “Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” illustrates how hummingbirds can fly 
very far and for a very long time with lots of energy during migration). The response provides a sufficient 
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt [“Ruby-throated and 
rufous hummers fly more than 3200 kilometres (2000 miles) from their nesting sites in the north to their 
winter homes in the south.” and “One scientist figured that if an average man used as much energy as a 
ruby-throated hummingbird, he would need to eat 130 NBS kilograms (285 pounds) of hamburger every 
day.”]. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.



Page 9

GUIDE PAPER 3
27

	

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the information in paragraphs 6 and 
8 illustrates about hummingbird migration in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” (it 
talk about how they travel). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text 
for support as required by the prompt [“fly more than 3200 kilometer (2000 miles) and “before migrating 
it stores energy more than usual]. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
27

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“humming birds are so active they burn up energy so fast.” and “twice, each year a few kinds of 
humming birds migrate long distances between their summer and winter homes.”); however, the response 
does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the information in paragraphs 6 and 8 
illustrates about hummingbird migration in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds.” This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
27

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the information in paragraphs 6 
and 8 illustrates about hummingbird migration in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” 
(They show these birds fly long ways toi migrat and they eat a lot to gain energy and stregthe); however, 
the response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (They eat 60 meals a day). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
27

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“fly more than 3200 kilomiters”). 
The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the information in paragraphs 
6 and 8 illustrates about hummingbird migration in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds.” 
This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
27

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the go).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
27

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The information in paragraphs 6 
and 8 illustrate about hummingbird migration).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
28

Possible Exemplary Response:

A central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” is that hummingbirds are amazing, with 
many fascinating characteristics. For example, in paragraph 2 we learn that “hummers are the smallest birds in 
the world. The calliope hummingbird is the tiniest in North America. Full-grown, it is as short as your thumb and 
weighs less than a penny...” In paragraph 12 we learn that hummingbirds are very fast, “The ruby-throated has been 
tracked at 43 kilometres (27 miles) an hour. It flies—and dives—much faster when it’s trying to attract a mate or 
respond to threats.” Hummingbirds also use a lot of energy every day and need to eat very often. A hummingbird 
“normally feeds every 10 minutes—sometimes more often—downing about 60 meals a day!” Next time you see a 
hummingbird, pay attention to all the amazing tricks these little fliers can do!

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points: 
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
28

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome 
to the World of Hummingbirds” (A central idea in “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” 
is that Hummingbirds are very hard working). The response provides evidence of analysis (Hummingbirds 
also have to eat more than usual because they burn up energy faster. So, searching for food and flying 
nonstop is a lot of work for them). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the 
text for support as required by the prompt [Hummingbirds are hard working because they do a lot of work 
during the winter so that they can migrate south, they fly 2000 miles, (800 kilometers) and Hummingbirds 
also can fly at a quick pace, at 27 miles an hour]. This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
28

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome 
to the World of Hummingbirds” (What I think the central idea is that Hummingbirds are fascinating 
creatures because there different from other birds and can do stuff that other birds cant do). The response 
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(“Hummers are the smallest birds in the world.” and “not only can they zoom forward like other birds, 
they can also go backward.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
28

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome 
to the World of Hummingbirds” (The central idea is that humming birds Travel well and do alot before 
traveling). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“they migrate from summer homes to winter homes” and “store food before 
traveling”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome 
to the World of Hummingbirds” (The central idea is to inform people about hummingbirds and how 
special they are in their own way); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text 
for support (“hummers are the smallest birds in the world.”). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome 
to the World of Hummingbirds” (To tell us about hummingbirds and how fast they fly and how they eat); 
however, the response does not provide two relevant details from the text for support. This response 
includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (Humming birds live where flowers bloom and hummingbirds normally feed every 10 minutes and 
downing about 60 meals a day); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 
explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds.” This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
28

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (That you should be nice to them 
and dont harm them).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
28

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The central idea of “Excerpt from 
Welcome to the World of Hummingbirds” is that every hummer is very).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
36

Possible Exemplary Response:

The narrator in “Excerpt from Rope Burn,” feels that Mr. Best is confusing, and he doesn’t understand what his 
teacher wants him to do. “Why don’t English teachers just speak plain English, I wonder? . . . “Richard,” he said. 
“You need to find your writing voice.” “I must have looked confused, because he went on to explain.” “Somehow, 
I think you’re trying to write about what I want to read, not what you want to write. The real you doesn’t come 
through in your compositions.” But the narrator still doesn’t understand. “I keep listening and listening, Mr. Best, 
but I don’t hear a voice.”

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to describe the narrator’s feelings about his teacher 
in “Excerpt from Rope Burn” (it is clear that the narrator feels as if their teacher is a very pushy person 
who expects a lot). The response provides evidence of analysis (This explains that Mr Best always leaves 
some kind of complaint because he always expects better and it shows how the narrator feels that no 
matter how much he tries he will never be perfect).  The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Mr. Best’s comments were always something 
like ‘I want to know what YOU think, Richard,’ or ‘Your thoughts are scattered. What is your point?” and 
“Richard,” he said. “You need to find your writing voice. Somehow, I think you’re trying to write about 
what I want to read, not what you want to write.”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.



Page 28

GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to describe the narrator’s feelings about his teacher 
in “Excerpt from Rope Burn” (I can infer that the narrator does kinda like his teacher, but he dosn’t know 
what he wants from him sometimes). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 
the text for support as required by the prompt (“I started out liking him this year. He actually has a sense 
of humor sometimes. I just wish I could figure out what he wants from me.” and “So far this fall, every 
paper that I’ve written for him has been a struggle). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to describe the narrator’s feelings about his teacher in 
“Excerpt from Rope Burn” (The narrator thinks the teacher Mr. Best is confusing). The response provides 
a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Richard 
wondered why dont english teachers just speak normal and “You need to find your writing voice”). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to describe the narrator’s feelings about his teacher 
in “Excerpt from Rope Burn” (the narrator feels that Mr. Best is complicated); however, the response 
only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“…every paper that I’ve written for him is a 
struggle.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“I started out liking him this 
year. He actually has a sense of humor sometimes. I just wish I could figure out what he wants from 
me….”). This response does not provide a valid inference from the text to describe the narrator’s feelings 
about his teacher in “Excerpt from Rope Burn.” This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to describe the narrator’s feelings about his teacher 
in “Excerpt from Rope Burn” (the teacher could never see what he was trying to write on all his exams); 
however, the response does not provide two relevant details from the text for support. This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Mr.Best was sad becuse Richerd 
was writing stuff he wanted Mr.Best to read he was not thiking what he wanted to write).



Page 34

GUIDE PAPER 8                      Additional
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the narraters feelings about his 
teacher are coom nice giveing).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
37

Possible Exemplary Response:

When Mr. Best says that Richard needs to find his “writing voice” he means Richard should find things he wants 
to write about and write with his own writing style. When Mr. Best comments, “I want to know what YOU think, 
Richard,” and “It’s okay to express your feelings or opinions when you write. Just try to be yourself, Richard.” he 
means Richard should write from his interests and personality.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what Mr. Best means when he tells the 
narrator to find his own “writing voice” (he says this to try and get Richard to write something that he 
wants to write). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“Somehow I think you’re trying to write about what I want to read, not what you 
want to write.” and “It’s okay to express your feelings or opinions when you write. Just try to be yourself, 
Richard. Why don’t you think about it for this assignment.”). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what Mr. Best means when he tells 
the narrator to find his own “writing voice” (I think this means Richard is not listening to himself). The 
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (Mr. Best wants him to “Just try to be himself.” and Mr. Best is trying to say that Richard is 
thinking about what “Mr. Best wants to read, not what Richard wants to write.”). This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what Mr. Best means when he tells the 
narrator to find his own “writing voice” (he means to be yourself when you write). The response provides 
a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“It’s okay 
to express your feelings or opinions when you write.” and “Just be yourself Richard”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what Mr. Best means when he tells the narrator 
to find his own “writing voice” (He means that he needs to put some personality into his writing); however, the 
response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“I think you’re trying to write about what 
I want to read, not what you want to write.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what Mr. Best means when he tells the 
narrator to find his own “writing voice” (Write about thing you like […] don’t write about something you 
do not like); however, the response does not provide two relevant details from the text for support. This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

The response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“You organized your ideas into 
a nice, cohesive framework.”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain 
what Mr. Best means when he tells the narrator to find his own “writing voice.” This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt [In the Excerpt “from Rope Burn” 
writing vioce means writing level. One piece of evidence is “he never gave me anything higher than a 
C”(3). This proves that Richards writing level was a C. Another pieces of evidence is “Im not stupid 
enough to copy an ecyclopedia article word-for-word”(4). This proves that Richards writing level changed 
since he did something diffrent. Overall people should stay at there level and not copy].
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (i think he meant like reading in his 
mind may be? i thought about because whenever i write something words just pop out of my mind).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38

Possible Exemplary Response:

In “Excerpt from Speechless” paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop a theme through describing how uncomfortable 
Griffin was while trying to give his speech in front of the class. “By the third time I’d made my miserable way 
through to the third prompt card everyone was laughing.” Using the word “miserable” indicates that Griffin was 
not having any fun and just wanted to get the ordeal over with, but he went on. “Somehow my brain failed to kick 
up the message that the cards were now in random order.” He continued to make a mess of the presentation until he 
finally went back to his seat. 

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop a 
theme in “Excerpt from Speechless” (by showing that the experience giving a speech in front of his class 
was not a good experience). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text 
for support as required by the prompt (“By the third time I’d made my miserable way through the third 
prompt card everyone was laughing.” and “When I heard myself rereading the opening line I stopped, 
tried to reorganize them, and somehow I managed to end up reading it a third time.”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop 
a theme in “Excerpt from Speechless” (by showing that she didn’t give up as she was struggling). The 
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“I Bent over, scooped them from the floor, and keep reading.” and “When I heard myself rereading 
the opening line I stopped, tried to reorganize them, and somehow I managed to end up reading it a third 
time.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop 
a theme in “Excerpt from Speechless” (p 7 and 8 go with the story because it’s like showing that he 
won’t give up). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (he kept reading even though he dropped them he still picked them up and still read 
even when they were laughing). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop a 
theme in “Excerpt from Speechless” (That people can be having trouble and no-one helps them); however, 
the response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (I can infer this because Griffin, 
The main character had triuble reading his presentation and the class + the teacher were laughing instead 
of helping him). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (“The snickering started almost immediately. By the third time I’d made my miserable way 
through to the third prompt card everyone was laughing.” and “The class howled. Even Miss Harlan 
was struggling to keep from laughing.”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference 
from the text to explain how paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop a theme in “Excerpt from Speechless.” 
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a suffi cient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (They read a sentence over and over again and The snickering started almost immediately); 
however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 7 
and 8 help develop a theme in “Excerpt from Speechless.”  This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the theme develops by talking 
about speeches and how he gets better on doing speeches).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (in excerpt from speechless 
paragraphs 7 and 8 help develop the theme because it is telling you a a real world message).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39



Page 56

Possible Exemplary Response:

Both “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” illustrate how difficult communication can sometimes 
be with each telling a story of communication gone wrong. In “Excerpt from Rope Burn” the narrator, Richard, is 
describing the challenges in trying to determine what his teacher Mr. Best wants from his essay assignments. In 
contrast, “Excerpt from Speechless” describes Griffin’s problems with spoken language. 

From the beginning of “Excerpt from Rope Burn” we get the sense that Richard wants to please Mr. Best, “I started 
out liking him this year. He actually has a sense of humor sometimes. I just wish I could figure out what he wants 
from me. . . .” Richard is revealing his confusion from the start; he wants to write well and get a good grade but is 
unsure how to make that happen. “So far this fall, every paper that I’ve written for him has been a struggle. Each 
week since September, he has assigned a composition of our choice. I would try to write a really good one that 
included lots of different points of view. But he never gave me anything higher than a “C.” Eventually Richard 
learns that Mr. Best just wants him to “… find your writing voice.” Unfortunately, this doesn’t lessen Richard’s 
confusion, and he’s still unsure how to be himself in his writing; “So I have been thinking about it. I keep listening 
and listening, Mr. Best, but I don’t hear a voice.”

Griffin in “Excerpt from Speechless” has an entirely different problem—he must make a speech in front of his 
classmates. His first mistake is telling his mom about it. “After a couple of hours, during which she made suggestions 
and forced me to listen to sample paragraphs on a bunch of different subjects, I did something even stupider than 
mentioning it in the first place: I gave in.” He compounded his mistake by letting his mother take over the speech 
writing process so that when the time came to give the speech he was embarrassed before he even started. “I 
probably don’t need to tell you that when speech day came it was my turn to get up in front of the class I found 
myself mumbling that the topic I had ‘chosen’ to speak on was the difference between how men and women 
communicate.” Of course, your average teen-aged boy would never publicly admit having any interest in male-
female communication. The events that took place during Griffin’s speech were inevitable. “The snickering started 
almost immediately. By the third time I’d made my miserable way through to the third prompt card everyone was 
laughing.” His presentation went downhill from there. 

As we can see from both “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” communication can be a 
challenge when you aren’t clear about what you want to say, whether it be in writing or speaking. 

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
39
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c
Score Point 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose (In “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” the characters find it 
difficult to ask for help. Sometimes you just don’t want to talk or you feel that your alone […] The authors 
include this anxiety and worry in these characters that if they do something wrong then somebody like 
parent’s or teachers will get super angry). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (It 
is hard to communicate about how you truly feel about something because you either get terribly worried 
that something bad is going to happen. But really all those thoughts are just in your head; Richard is 
just trying his hardest but he is so worried about doing well that he misses the whole point of these 
assignments; This shows that Griffin is so worried about what he is  gonna do and just has so much stress 
he doesn’t even know what he is reading). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen 
details from the texts (“I would try to write a really good one that included lots of different points of 
view. But he never gave me anything higher than a “C.” Mr. Best’s comments were always something 
like “I want to know what YOU think, Richard,” or “Your thoughts are scattered.”; “Last time, I tried an 
experiment. I decided to open an encyclopedia to any page and point to a topic. I figured that I couldn’t 
go wrong with just plain facts. The subject I happened to pick was “carbon.”;  “I just wanted the torture 
to end. But when the confusion lifted from my brain I discovered that the topic I’d agreed to was not, as 
I’d thought, interplanetary travel.”;  “I found myself mumbling that the topic I had “chosen” to speak on 
was the difference between how men and women communicate.”), and sustains the use of varied, relevant 
evidence. The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a 
unified whole (Also, Secondly, For example, This evidence shows that, In conclusion). The response 
establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and 
domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (anxiety and worry, he gets really stressed, so 
focused on everyone staring at him he doesn’t give the presentation he knows he can give, conveys). The 
response provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic and information presented (In 
conclusion this is how both stories “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” convey the 
diffuculty of communications). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 
with few errors (english, gonna,  diffuculty, infront, somebody like parent’s, punctuation).



Page 60

GUIDE PAPER 2a                       Additional
39
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GUIDE PAPER 2b                       Additional

Score Point 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The authors 
of “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” both create stories with claims about the 
difficultly of communication). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (A confused 
look obviously means someone doesn’t understand something; Being unsure about your actions means 
you’re confused, or need an explanation about the probelm you’re facing; The character’s mind was 
clouded with confusion, so he agreed to something he didn’t want; Having your classmates laugh at 
you can be crushing. The reader can infer that his friends’ laughter made him miserable). The response 
develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (“Why don’t English teachers just 
speak plain English, I wonder?”; “I must have looked confused, because [Mr. Best] went on to explain.”;  
“But when the confusion lifted from my brains I discovered that the topic I’d agreed to was not, as I’d 
thought, interplanetary travel.”; “I keep listening and listening, Mr. Best, but I don’t hear a voice.”; 
“By the third time I’d made my miserable way through the third prompt card everyone was laughing.”), 
and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear organization, with the 
skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (The 
author [. . . ] developed his claim on communication by creating, The second paragraph reads, Another 
sentence). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically 
sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (the reader can 
infer, clouded with confusion, can be crushing). The response provides a concluding statement that is 
compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information presented (The authors of both excerpts 
made strong claims about their belief of the difficulty of communication. In short, they both believe their 
claim and created details to back them up). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 
conventions, with few errors (the difficultly, my brains, probelm, strengtened, Paragraph ninth).
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GUIDE PAPER 3a
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
Score Point 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose (In an excerpt from the story “Rope Burn”, and “Speechless”, both show two different 
examples of ways communication can be a struggle). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of 
the texts (In this story it is evident that Richard is having a hard time communicating to his teacher, 
because he wants to impress him with his writing and doesn’t know how to and what to write that will 
make his tecaher happy and give him a good grade; In the second story, “Speechless”, Griffen feels that 
communicating to his mother is difficult. He thinks that she will not listen to anything he has to say; This 
shows that he thinks his mom is very controling; He blames this on his mom instead of talking to her 
about it. This shows that he struggles to tell his mom how he feels and just gives into whatever she says 
he should study in school projects). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details 
from the texts (Richard says that he “just wishes he could figure out what he wanted from him.”; “every 
paper he’s written for him has been a struggle.”; Griffen describes his mom by saying “when she gets an 
idea in her head, there’s no shaking it.”; He was embarrased and stressed because he did not give a great 
presentation), and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear organization, 
with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In the first story, In the second story, 
This shows). The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic 
and information presented (This shows [. . . ] how he feels and just gives into whatever she says he should 
study in school projects). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
few errors (tecaher, controling, embarrased).
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GUIDE PAPER 4a
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GUIDE PAPER 4b
Score Point 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (he authors 
of “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” develop this claim about the difficulty of 
communication by showing two different ways of how to communicate, those being talking and writing, 
and how important they are and how they are crucial in your life, no matter how difficult they are). The 
response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (This shows how voicing your opinion on 
something can be really important because it can help you do what you want to do and This proves how 
writing about what you think rather than what you think other people want to hear can make it easier to 
communicate and can be more useful when you want to voice what you think). The response develops the 
topic with relevant details from the texts (the main character Griffin is doing talking to his class about a 
topic he doesn’t want to do because his mother chose it for him, and he mumbles his entire speach. This 
happened because, instead of it being the topic of planetary travel, what he wanted to do, his mother 
chose the topic of the difference between how men and women communicate and In the second story, the 
main character Richard keeps getting Cs and below on writing. One day he tries opening an encyclopedia 
to a random page and write about that instead. He finds out that he got his best writing grade on it), and 
sustains the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety. The response exhibits clear organization, 
with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In the first story, During the story, he 
finally begins, This claim is strengthened, In the second story). The response establishes and maintains a 
formal style using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding 
statement that follows from the topic and information presented (The authors of the two stories chose 
different ways about showing the difficulties of communication, but they ways the did it made it easy 
and clear to understand). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 
with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Excerpt form, the other of, is doing talking, 
strenthened, speach, they ways the did it, run-on sentences).
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GUIDE PAPER 5b                       Additional

Score Point 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Both the 
Authors show the sturggles of young kids and public speaking. The Author from Rope Burn shows young 
kid and how he gets a low grade but deep down his voice is what truely matters, but this is still a struggle 
and The Author of Speechless shows a young kid and how he got embarrsed public speaking). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (This was supper diffuclt for Richard to talk about 
what he wants to write, he doesn’t know how to express himslef and put all this thoughts and feelings onto 
a page. This is a struggle that most kids deal with and is supper common. It Allows a connection to others 
who feel the same way about public speaking). The response develops the topic with relevant details from 
the texts (““Richard,” he said. “You need to find your writing voice.” Somehow I think you’re trying to 
write about what I want to read, not what you want to write. The real you doesn’t come through in your 
compositions. It’s okay to express your feelings or opinions when you write.So I have been thinking about 
it. I keep listening and listening,...,but I don’t hear a voice.” and “I found myself mumbling that the topic I 
had “chosen” to speak on was the difference between how men and women communicate.”), and sustains 
the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety. The response exhibits clear organization. The 
response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented 
(Both of thses authors show rthe diffculty of communcation and how it is hard for kids and even adults. 
Yet they have to find there force and face there fear just like these kids did). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension 
(sturggles, truely, Paragrpah, diffuclt, himslef, embarrsed, thses, supper, stress full, nerve racking, rthe, 
diffuclty, communcation, find there force, face there fear, capitalization, sentence structure).
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GUIDE PAPER 6a
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Page 69

GUIDE PAPER 6b
Score Point 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt 
from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless,” the authors develope the claim about the difficulty of 
communication by showing that the kids in both stories probably just need to do it more to get better). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts [In this story the main character 
probably dropped his note cards because he was nervous or scared to be talking in front of people 
about a topic that he didn’t mean to pick and This quote shows that the kid in the story (Richard) doesn’t 
use emotion in his stories aybe because he needs to practice writing without getting a bad grade on 
the assighnment]. The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“By the third 
time I’d made my miserable way through to the third prompt card everyone was laughing. That was 
when I dropped the cue cards. I bent over, scooped them from the floor, and kept reading. Somehow 
my brain failed to kick up the message that the cards were now in random order.” and “Somehow I 
think you’re trying to write about what I want to read, not what you want to write. The real you doesn’t 
come through in your compositions. It’s okay to express your feelings or opinions when you write. Just 
try to be yourself, Richard. Why don’t you think about it for this assignment.”), and sustains the use 
of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety. The response exhibits some attempt at organization, 
with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In this story, This quote shows, This is 
how). The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information 
presented (This is how I thing the authors of “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” 
develope the claim about the difficulty of communication). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 
command of conventions, with few errors (develope, aybe, assighnment, I thing the authors).



Page 70

GUIDE PAPER 7a
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GUIDE PAPER 7b
Score Point 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 
“Excert for Rope Burn” and The excert from “Speechlees” bolth show in different ways the the characters 
struggle with communication). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (Bolth 
article “Rope Burn” and Speechless”develop the claim of communication is challenging by putting the 
characters in hard communication senarios). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with 
the use of some textual evidence (“ Every paper I’ve written on has been a struggle;Why don’t english 
teachers speech plain english?; “ I hardly knew what I was doing; It was torcher at the end.”; “ I just 
couldn’t figure out what he wanted from me.”), some of which may be irrelevant (“ I still didn’t know 
what it ment.”). The response uses relevant evidence with inconsistency. The response exhibits some 
attempt at organization. The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent 
use of language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that 
follows generally from the topic and information presented (These articles “Speechless” and Rope Burn” 
show that communication is hard in different ways). The response demonstrates emerging command of 
conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (excert, bolth, the the, senarios, diffacult, 
strngthened, torcher, staes, ment, speech plain english, what its like, why the articles strengthens the 
claim, the characters struggle).
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GUIDE PAPER 8a                       Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 8b                       Additional

Score Point 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The authors 
of bolth stories develop the claim about the difficulty of cummunication). The response demonstrates a 
literal comprehension of the texts. The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use 
of some textual evidence (it said he was on stage and he messed up his cards that he needed then he 
was stutering so he had a hard time talking and he alwas gets c and it has been a strugle for him to 
wright and cummunicate). The response exhibits little attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of 
transitions (One way i think this is, Another way I think this is, These are how). The response establishes 
but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information 
presented (These are how bolth stories develop a claim of how its hard to cummunicate). The response 
demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (bolth, 
cummunication, stutering, strugle, wright, cummunicate).
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GUIDE PAPER 9
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 
claim “ its difficult to communicate” is shown and strengthened in both of these stories). The response 
demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts. The response partially develops the topic of the essay 
with the use of some textual evidence (“ I hardly knew what I was doing. I just wanted the torture to 
end. But when the confusion lifted from my brain I discovered that the topic I’d agreed to was not, as 
I’d thought, interplanetary travel. Instead, it was some stupid thing about men being from Mars and 
women being from Venus. ”). The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response establishes 
but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response is minimal, making assessment of 
conventions unreliable (its, diffucult, the boy, doesnt, what shes trying).
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GUIDE PAPER 10a
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GUIDE PAPER 10b

Score Point 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (The 
authors of “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Exerpt from Speechless” the difficulty of communication and 
is strengthend by). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts. The response demonstrates 
an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (Richard tried his 
best to write what he wanted for Mr. Best but he only got a “C” but when he picked Random for a topic 
and got a “B+” and She told her mom she wanted to learn a topic but her mom gets a Idea and goes with 
it but moms idea was a different topic and she wanted the tourtcher to end but she misunderstood moms 
idea). The response exhibits little attempt at organization (Another example). The response lacks a formal 
style. The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information 
presented (In both these Excerpt’s there is difficult communication). The response demonstrates emerging 
command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (Exerpt, strengthend, writting, 
tourtcher, run-on sentences, apostrophes, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 11                       Additional
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 
(The both story has something in common is communication difficulty’s). The response demonstrates little 
understanding of the texts. The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops 
ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (“Richard is Trying To figure out what his English Teacher Mr. 
Best what he wanTs him To write,” and Griffin has a speech To give. his mother insists on helping him.”). 
The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response lacks a formal style. The response 
provides a concluding statement that is illogical or unrelated to the topic and information presented (That 
explain what both stories have in common). The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions 
unreliable.
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GUIDE PAPER 12
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 
(The authors of the exerpts “Excerpt from Rope Burn” and “Excerpt from Speechless” develop this claim 
about difficulty of communication because it shows that they talk about the characters and what they do). 
The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts. The response demonstrates an attempt to use 
evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence, which is irrelevant (“last time, I 
tried an experiment. I decided to open an encylopedia to any page and point to a topic.” and “Im not 
stupid enough to copy an encyclopedia article word-for-word.”). The response exhibits little attempt at 
organization. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise (These details support 
the claim strengthen the details in each story). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The 
response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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GUIDE PAPER 13
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 credits)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (The comunnication is about them 
confusion. In the first story the girl was confused about stuff and the mom was confused about suggestions. 
In this story it shows why dont english teachers speak english. He said I must of look confused). 
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GUIDE PAPER 14                      Additional
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 credits)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (in both stories Excerpt from 
Speechless and Excerpt from burn it talks about subjects. and it also talks about how men and women 
communicate). 
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